
Nature Based Solutions for 
Agriculture



• 40 million acres
• 63,134 farms (down 10% since 2017)
• Average farm size: 383 acres; 

○ 60% of farms under 50 acres
○ 30% under 10 acres 

• 50% of farms make under $25,000; top 30% make over $100K
• 400 + crops and commodities for $59 billion in 2023

2022 Census of Agriculture - USDA NASS - cp99006.pdf

   

California Agriculture - Overview 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/California/cp99006.pdf


• Encompasses practices that in many cases have been used for 
decades – e.g. conservation agriculture, healthy soils practices, 
traditional ecological knowledge 

• NBS in agriculture improve resilience while fighting climate 
change, enhancing farmer livelihoods, conserving biodiversity, 
and increasing carbon sequestration.     

What are NBS in agriculture? 



   

What are NBS in agriculture? 



How is CDFA supporting NBS 
adoption? 

Programs 
• Healthy Soils Program
• Pollinator Habitat Program
• Conservation Agriculture 

Planning Grant Program 
• Farm to School Program 
• Organic Transition Program

• Alternative Manure 
Management Program 

• Technical Assistance (for all 
of the above) 

• Belowground biodiversity 
framework 



AB 1757 NBS Targets for 
Croplands



AB 1757 NBS Targets for 
Grasslands



Climate Resilience Strategy for 
California Agriculture 




