
September 17, 2024

Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, Chair
Petroleum and Gasoline Supply Committee
1020 N Street, Room 408A
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: ABX2-8 (Gipson) At Berth Regulation Delay - OPPOSED



Dear Chair Petrie-Norris,

The undersigned organizations must respectfully take an opposed position to Assembly Bill 8
(Gipson), which delays requirements under the state’s At Berth Regulation for tanker vessels.
These extensions are unnecessary and would undermine the emissions reduction benefits of the
At Berth Rule for California’s portside communities.

In California, ocean going vessels are the top source of cancer-causing diesel particulate matter
at the Ports of Oakland, Long Beach, Los Angeles, and Richmond. The California Air Resources
Board’s (CARB) 2020 amendments to the At Berth Regulation include requirements for tanker
vessels starting in 2025 at the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach and 2027 for other ports in
the state. The emissions reductions resulting from the rule are projected to decrease potential
cancer risk from ocean-going vessels by 55 percent at the ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach,
and Richmond. CARB estimates that the rule will save 237 lives, yield $2.31 billion in public
health benefits, reduce NOx emissions by 17,500 tons and carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e)
emissions by 356,000 metric tons.

If adopted, AB 8 would delay tanker vessel requirements by two years for all regulated ports.
This delay is unnecessary, as shore power is a CARB-approved emissions control technology
that may be used by any regulated vessel or terminal to comply with the rule. According to
CARB’s Interim Evaluation Report, shore power is already in use to control tanker vessel
emissions at Pier T at the Port of Long Beach with no safety issues. We are also starting to see
the development of zero-emission tankers: Asahi Tanker successfully built two all-electric
tankers in 2023.

In addition, ports have received a significant amount of funding for shore power. For example,
the California State Transportation Agency Port and Freight Infrastructure grants included
$383,346,997 for the Port of Long Beach, part of which will be used to design, build, and
demonstrate shore power at the Tesoro LBT and T2 terminals to mitigate tanker emissions.

Moreover, the existing rule has flexibility if there are delays in implementing emissions control
technologies.

In conclusion, we must respectfully oppose ABX2-8 which undermines the emissions reduction
benefits of the At Berth Regulation by delaying requirements for tankers. Given that these
vessels represent 50 percent of statewide at berth diesel PM2.5 emissions and 70% of visits
to Richmond Port, it is crucial for California’s portside communities that CARB remain able to
implement the At Berth Rule without delay.

Sincerely,

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-approves-updated-berth-regulation-expanding-efforts-cut-pollution-ships-california
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/At%20Berth%20Interim%20Evaluation%20Report_Final_Remediated.pdf
https://www.mol.co.jp/en/pr/2023/23053.html
https://www.mol.co.jp/en/pr/2023/23053.html
https://calsta.ca.gov/-/media/calsta-media/documents/pfip-awards-summary-narrative-7-6-23-a11y.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-approves-updated-berth-regulation-expanding-efforts-cut-pollution-ships-california
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Cc: Assemblymember Gipson
Members, Petroleum and Gasoline Supply Committee


