
2024 Climate Policy Summit

Oil & Gas Extraction in the Context of 
Managed Decline



We will cover:
March 19th, 2024

1.



Speakers

Jasmine Vazin
Strategist
Sierra Club
She/Her

Jason Pfeifle
Senior Campaigner
Center for 
Biological Diversity

Kayla Karimi
Staff Attorney
CRPE

Luis Martinez
Campaigns Organizer
FFCA



California is #7 for Oil Production

112 million barrels of oil in 2023

105,000 active and idle oil & gas wells



5.4 million people (14% of 
the state’s population) 
live within a mile of an oil 
and gas well

92% of those people in 
communities already 
heavily burdened by 
environmental pollution 
are people of color
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Homes

Over 41,000 idle or orphaned wells in CA, 
~67% believed to leak methane









An EJ Example: Arvin Community/Nelson Court 





Stopping Oil & Gas Permits in California
NO New Well Approvals in 2024!
● Only 24 new wells approved in 

2023 
● Sitting on 1000+ applications

Permits for Reworks Continue
● In 2023, 800+ rework approvals 

in health buffer while SB 1137 
on hold



Campaign for Safe & Healthy CA
CA Ballot Referendum re: Neighborhood Oil 
Drilling 
● Big oil spent millions to overturn SB 1137 thru a 

referendum
● A vote to “Keep the Law” means

○ No new permits or reworks in health buffer
○ New pollution controls would help speed 

phase out
● Nationally & globally significant opportunity this 

fall to beat Big Oil at the ballot box



2024 Bills to Make Polluters Pay
Idle Oil Well Cleanup (AB 1866)
● 40,000 idle wells currently
● Window is closing to make polluters pay
● AB 1866 (Hart) would require oil companies to clean 

up their idle wells MUCH faster

Polluters Pay Climate Cost Recovery Act (SB 1497)
● Fossil fuel companies that caused climate damage should pay 

for the costs, not taxpayers
● SB 1497 (Menjivar) assesses a fee to fossil fuel majors for past 

emissions →  those funds help pay California’s climate costs.































Take Action
1. SB 252 - Divestment Bill fossilfreeca.org/map

a. Letter to your Assembly Member
2. AB 1866 - Idle Oil Well Cleanup

a. Mobilize your members in support of the bill
3. Campaign for Safe & Healthy CA

a. Check out the table for how your organization 
can support!

http://fossilfreeca.org/map
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