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KEEP SB 1137



Living near an oil well increases 
the risks of asthma, respiratory 
illnesses, high risk pregnancies, 
and cancer

▪ Today, nearly 30,000 oil wells are 
within a half mile of homes, 
schools, and other sensitive 
areas exposing more than 
2,700,000 Californians to the 
most toxic emissions. Most are in 
low-income communities, and 
people of color are 
disproportionately harmed by 
neighborhood drilling. 
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The toxic truth of Big 
Oil drilling in our 
communities

▪ California is one of the last major oil producing 
states without a setback. Even Louisiana and 
Texas have setbacks.

▪ More than 2.7 million Californians live within 
3,200 feet of an operational oil or gas well 
including nearly 600,000 children. More than 
one-third of these live in areas considered to be the 
most burdened by environmental pollution. 

▪ 69% of those at risk are people of color. 

▪ 258,714 students attend school within a half-mile 
of an active well. Black and Hispanic students are 
disproportionately burdened by the impact of oil and 
gas drilling.

▪ Over 28,000 operational oil and gas wells are 
located within 3,200 feet of a home, hospital, school, 
or other sensitive receptors. 
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Community organizing built the 
movement to pass SB 
1137—health and safety buffer 
zones from new oil drilling

▪ In 2022, California legislators 
overwhelmingly passed a law 
(SB 1137) prohibiting new oil 
and gas drilling within 3,200 
feet of homes, schools, day 
care centers, parks, healthcare 
facilities, and businesses. It also 
requires that existing wells meet 
strengthened health, safety, and 
environmental requirements. 
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Big Oil spent millions of dollars 
to qualify a referendum for the 
November 2024 ballot to overturn 
SB 1137

▪ More concerned about their profits 
than the health and safety of our 
neighborhoods, Big Oil is attempting 
to overturn the climate justice 
progress our communities have 
made.

▪ The fight to Keep SB 1137 is crucial 
to stopping Big Oil’s unchecked 
greed that has caused pollution of 
our air, soil, and water and 
contributed to wildfires, extreme 
heat, flooding, and other climate 
catastrophes. 
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Voters overwhelmingly want 
to keep the law for a 
3,200-foot setback from new 
oil and gas drilling

▪ The California Elections and 
Policy Poll (CEPP) found that 71 
% of voters would “keep the law 
prohibiting oil and gas wells 
near schools”.

▪ The poll was conducted by the 
University of Southern California, CSU 
Long Beach, and Cal Poly Pomona 
from January 21 to 29, 2024 among 
1,416 likely voters statewide.



Now, Big Oil is spending millions 
more to mislead voters

▪ CSHC has tracked down more than 
$53,000,000 in dark money already 
spent by Big Oil corporations. 

▪ Big Oil has now started spending 
$500,000 per week on misleading TV 
ads targeted at frontline communities 
falsely claiming higher gas prices 
because of California’s climate action 
energy policies.



Health professionals, scientists, 
and our communities are uniting 
again to keep SB 1137— the 
health and safety buffer zone law

▪ Organize now in your community
▪ Endorse the campaign now at: 

cavsbigoil.com/endorse

▪ In November vote to KEEP SB 1137

Additional information at: cavsbigoil.com



Join Our Growing Coalition Today


