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Governor Gavin Newsom 
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
Assemblymember Robert Rivas   Senator Mike McGuire 
Speaker of the Assembly    Senate President pro Tempore 
1021 O Street, Suite 8330    1021 O Street, Suite 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814    Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia  Senator Ben Allen 
1021 O Street, Suite 8120    1021 O Street, Suite 6610 
Sacramento, CA 95814    Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Dear Governor Newsom, Speaker Rivas, Pro Tem McGuire, Assemblymember Garcia, and Senator 
Allen, 

On behalf of more than one hundred and fifty undersigned organizations – a coalition of climate, 
environmental justice, sustainable agriculture, conservation, and other organizations – we write to 
urge you to pass a robust and equitable climate bond for the November 2024 ballot that prioritizes 
direct and meaningful investments in the California communities and natural resources most 
impacted by climate change. We have aligned to recommend $10 billion in investments that we 
view as the floor for California to continue making timely progress on its ambitious climate and 
natural resources commitments. These recommendations do not represent what our coalition 
believes should be the total amount of a climate bond. Rather, it reflects our groups’ collective 
priorities and vision for $10 billion in investments that we would enthusiastically support in a climate 
bond.  

The science is clear: bold and sustained climate action is necessary to save California from a future 
plagued by extreme heat, drought, wildfires, and pollution. Action this decade is vital to prevent the 
worst and deadliest impacts. Placing a climate bond on the November ballot can preserve decades 
of California leadership towards a healthy environment and social equity by ensuring communities 
have crucial resources they need now.  
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We know you agree: California’s future sits on the edge of a knife. We cannot credibly provide 
Californians with clean water, clean air, healthy lands, and protection from floods, fires, extreme 
heat, and other devastating climate impacts with a second year of budget cuts and funding delays. 
You have the opportunity to show the world that climate action is a priority through good budget 
years and bad. If not, we risk gambling with our children’s future and natural heritage found nowhere 
else.  
 
Because of this, our coalition recommends the following climate investment priorities that align with 
initiatives championed by the Legislature and the Newsom Administration: 

• $3 billion for safe drinking water and flood protection 
• $2 billion for wildfire prevention and resilience 
• $1.5 billion for nature-based solutions and biodiversity 
• $1.05 billion for extreme heat and community resilience  
• $1 billion for coastal protection and resilience 
• $500 million for sustainable agriculture 
• $500 million for clean air 
• $450 million for parks and outdoor access 

These recommended investments, further described in the attached table, were assembled with an 
emphasis on directly benefiting human health, well-being, and the environment and in consideration 
of the urgent climate adaptation needs facing California's diverse communities and historically 
underfunded programs. Critically, they advance Justice 40 principles by directly allocating more 
than 40 percent of the total investments to the highest priorities identified by urban and rural 
disadvantaged communities. 

While General Fund investments should be made in the budget to support relevant climate and 
natural resources programs, recent and proposed cuts to funding for such programs have prompted 
consensus that additional bond funding is necessary to ensure priority programs continue beyond this 
year so we are able to attain the important climate, biodiversity and equity goals established by the 
legislature and administration. 

Protecting and enhancing our land, air, water, and communities as an essential climate action 
cannot be reduced to a priority of convenience. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's National Centers for Environmental Information recently found a rapid increase in the 
frequency and cost of weather and climate disasters, including in California where the state 
averaged 1.8 climate events costing at least one billion dollars each between 2019 and 2023. In its 
6th Assessment Report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change finds that without prompt 
investment in nature, adaptation options that are feasible today will lose their effectiveness in 
providing benefits to people in the future. In other words, the time is now. Later is too late. 

We know, and polling confirms, that California voters want our state government to ensure clean 
water, clean air, access to open lands and waters, and healthy sustainably grown food. California 
voters should have the opportunity to vote for a strong climate bond that equitably invests in 
protecting communities and nature this November, so they don't have to endure the consequences 
later.  

We hope that our collaboration helps the Legislature and Administration understand and balance 
various stakeholder interests and priorities, and we look forward to working together to pass a climate 
bond with these critical investments to fulfill our urgent responsibility to disadvantaged communities, 
and to all Californians now and in future generations.  
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Sincerely,  

Amos White 
Founder & Chief Planting Officer 
100K Trees for Humanity 

Jade Stevens 
President 
40 Acre Conservation League 

Katie Goodwin 
California Regional Director 
Access Fund 

David Daiz 
Executive Director 
Active San Gabriel Valley 

Barbara Brydolf 
President 
Alta Peak Chapter, California Native Plant 
Society 

Claire Robinson 
Managing Director 
Amigos de los Rios 

Jeanne McConnell 
Co Founder 
Angelenos for Trees 

Chris Conlee 
Division Manager 
ArborPro, Inc. 

Elle Chen 
Senior Policy & Campaign Manager 
Asian Pacific Environmental Network 

Michael Lynes 
Director of Policy 
Audubon California 

Tomas Valadez 
CA Policy Associate 
Azul 

Steven Goetz 
Secretary, Board of Directors 
Benicia Tree Foundation 

Jacqueline Ramirez 
California Senior Policy Associate 
Building Decarbonization Coalition 

Miranda Kokoszka 
Natural Resources Program Manager 
Butte Environmental Council 

Susan Jordan 
Founder and Executive Director 
California Coastal Protection Network 

Sean Bothwell 
Executive Director 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 

Melissa Romero 
Deputy Legislative Director 
California Environmental Voters 

Zach Lou 
Coalition Director 
California Green New Deal Coalition 

Mike Meador 
Founder 
California Greenworks 

Sherri Norris 
Executive Director 
California Indian Environmental Alliance 

Daniel Gluesenkamp 
Executive Director 
California Institute for Biodiversity 

Jun Bando 
Executive Director 
California Native Plant Society 

Victoria Vasquez 
Grants & Public Policy Manager 
California ReLeaf 

Redgie Collins 
Legal and Policy Director 
California Trout 
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Nate Faris 
Executive Director 
California Urban Forests Council 

Jane Sellen and Angel Garcia 
Co-Directors 
Californians for Pesticide Reform 

Jean-Paul Renaud 
Executive Director 
Canopy 

Lucia Marquez 
Associate Policy Director 
CAUSE 

Raquel Mason 
Policy Manager 
CEJA Action 

Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH 
Director 
Center for Climate Change and Health 

Marven Norman 
Policy Coordinator 
Center for Community Action and 
Environmental Justice 

Dan Ress 
Senior Attorney 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 

Kevin Hamilton 
Senior Director Government Affairs 
Central California Asthma Collaborative 

Catherine Garoupa 
Executive Director 
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 

Daniel O’Connell 
Director 
Central Valley Partnership 

Jennifer Clary 
California Director 
Clean Water Action 

Serena Pelka 
Policy Advocate 
Climate Action Campaign 

Markos Major 
Director 
Climate Action Now! 

Jonathan Parfrey 
Executive Director 
Climate Resolve 

Jamie Fanous 
Policy Director 
Community Alliance with Family Farmers 

Cornelious Page Jr. 
Director 
Community Health Action Network 

Abraham Mendoza III 
Policy Manager 
Community Water Center 

Irene Kao 
Executive Director 
Courage California 

John Garside 
Director of Policy and Development 
Crop Swap LA 

Anne Fenkner 
Project Developer 
Davey Resource Group Inc. 

Pamela Flick 
California Program Director 
Defenders of Wildlife 

Fatima Malik 
CEO 
Del Paso Heights Growers' Alliance 

Manuel Alonso 
Executive Director 
Earth Team 

Kay Ogden 
Executive Director/ CEO 
Eastern Sierra Land Trust 

Dan Silver 
Executive Director 
Endangered Habitats League 
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Ashley Eagle-Gibbs 
Executive Director 
Environmental Action Committee of West 
Marin 

Pamela Heatherington 
Director 
Environmental Center of San Diego 

Katelyn Roedner Sutter 
California Director 
Environmental Defense Fund 

Kyle Heiskala 
Policy Co-Director 
Environmental Health Coalition 

Bill Allayaud 
Calif. Director of Gov't Affairs 
Environmental Working Group 

Josefina Barrantes 
30x30 Coordinator 
EPIC (Environmental Protection Information 
Center) 

Jennifer Grissom 
Executive Director 
Food Access LA (f/k/a Sustainable Economic 
Enterprises LA) 

Tracy Katelman 
Registered Professional Forester #2483 
ForEverGreen Forestry 

Sandra Celedon 
President and CEO 
Fresno Building Healthy Communities 

Jann Dorman 
Executive Director 
Friends of the River 

Alejandra Chiesa 
California State Diretor 
Green Schoolyards America 

Alejandra Chiesa 
Vice President 
Green Schoolyards America 

Gema Pérez 
Director 
Greenfield Walking Group 

Grey Kolevzon 
Executive Director 
Growing Together 

Claire Schlotterbeck 
Executive Director 
Hills for Everyone 

Sharyn Romano 
CEO 
Hollywood/Los Angeles Beautification Team 

Clara Long 
Director of Policy and Organizing 
Human Impact Partners 

Naindeep Singh 
Executive Director 
Jakara Movement 

Kimberly Baker 
Executive Director 
Klamath Forest Alliance 

Shawn Kuk 
Director of Community Planning & 
Development 
Koreatown Youth & Community Center 

Jazzari Taylor 
Policy Advocate 
Latino Outdoors 

Olivia Seideman 
Climate Policy Coordinator 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability 

Vicki Moore 
Founder and Executive Director 
Living Classroom 

Sharyn Romano 
Executive Director 
Los Angeles Beautification Team 

Tori Kjer 
Executive Director 
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust 
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Tom Hamilton 
CEO 
Lumbercycle 

Scarlet Eskew 
Grants and Programs Manager 
Malibu Foundation 

Kelly Herbinson 
Executive Director 
Mojave Desert Land Trust 

Betsy Reifsnider 
Sacramento Policy Associate 
Mono Lake Committee 

Amy Wolfrum 
Director of California Policy and Government 
Affairs 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 

Chris Wright 
Policy Director 
Mother Lode Land Trust 

Eli Lipmen 
Executive Director 
Move California 

Belen Bernal 
Executive Director 
Nature For All 

Arnold Sowell, Jr. 
Executive Director 
NextGen California 

Janet Schulman 
Interim Executive Director 
North East Trees 

Victoria Rome 
California Government Affairs Director 
NRDC 

Caitlin Hart 
Senior Manager, Government Relations 
Ocean Conservancy 

Geoff Shester 
California Campaign Director and Senior 
Scientist 
Oceana 

Rhonda Berry 
President & CEO 
Our City Forest 

Katie Hawkins 
California Program Director 
Outdoor Alliance 

Ben McCue 
Executive Director 
Outdoor Outreach 

Eric Berg 
Principal 
Pacific Coast Land Design 

Megan Wargo 
CEO 
Pacific Crest Trail Association 

Paul Mason 
V.P., Policy & Incentives 
Pacific Forest Trust 

Rosa RiVera Furumoto 
Good Heart Science Program Coordinator 
Parent Pioneers 

Jazzari Taylor 
Chair 
Parks Now 

Martha Dina Arugello 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - L.A. 

Matthew Baker 
Policy Director 
Planning and Conservation League 

Gavin Raders 
Co-Founder / Co-Director 
Planting Justice 

Antonio Díaz 
Organizational Director 
PODER 

Azucena Hernandez 
Director of Community Transformation 
Promesa Boyle Heights at Proyecto Pastoral 
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Wendy Jacobs 
Chair 
Releaf Petaluma 

Scott Webb 
Advocacy Director 
Resource Renewal Institute 

Alfredo Gonzalez 
Director of Environmental Justice and Equity 
Resources Legacy Fund 

Artie Valencia 
Flood and Land Restoration Manager 
Restore the Delta 

Zach Pierce 
Senior Manager 
Rewiring America 

Julia Hatton 
President & CEO 
Rising Sun Center for Opportunity 

Srinidhi Sampath Kumar 
Program Manager 
RMI 

Katie Palatinus 
Board Member 
Roseville Urban Forest Foundation 

Mackenzie Wieser 
CEO 
Sacramento Splash 

Jessica Sanders 
Executive Director 
Sacramento Tree Foundation 

Laurie Broedling 
Co-Founder 
San Diego Green Infrastructure Consortium 

Julianna Tetlow 
Director of Government Relations 
San Diego Humane Society 

Shakira Miracle 
Executive Director 
Santa Barbara County Food Action Network 

Jackie Heyneman 
Chair 
Save Our Forest 

Josh Quigley 
Policy Manager 
Save The Bay 

Adam Livingston 
Director of Planning and Policy 
Sequoia Riverlands Trust 

Vanessa Vasquez 
Coordinator 
Sierra Cascade Land Trust Council 

Jason John 
Acting Director 
Sierra Club California 

Susan Britting 
Executive Director 
Sierra Forest Legacy 

Lis Olaerts 
30x30 Coordinator 
Sierra Nevada Alliance 

Misti Arias 
General Manager 
Sonoma County Ag + Open Space 

Eamon O'Byrne 
Executive Director 
Sonoma Land Trust 

Jean Tepperman 
co-coordinator 
Sunflower Alliance 
 
Laura Walsh 
California Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 

Stuart Wood PhD 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Claremont 

Karen Cowe 
CEO 
Ten Strands 
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Ellie Cohen 
CEO 
The Climate Center 

Ann Van Leer 
Executive Director 
The Escondido Creek Conservancy 

Sona Mohnot 
Director of Climate Resilience 
The Greenlining Institute 

Jos Hill 
Project Director 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 

Melissa Wilder 
Director of Innovation 
The Riviera Ridge School 

Joan Clayburgh 
Executive Director 
The Sierra Fund 

Rachel Payne 
Founder 
The Tree Pledge 

Juliana Gonzalez 
Executive Director 
The Watershed Project 

Sharon Musa 
Urban to Wild: Los Angeles Program Manager 
The Wilderness Society 

Zack Deutsch-Gross 
Policy Director 
TransForm 

Torin Dunnavant 
Executive Director 
Tree Davis 

Mona Cummings 
Executive Director 
Tree Fresno 

Chuck Mills 
Senior Grants Administrator 
TreePeople 

Matt Clifford 
California Director of Law & Policy 
Trout Unlimited 

Matthew Chappell 
Executive Director 
Truckee Dirt Union 

Juan Altamirano 
Director of Government Affairs 
Trust for Public Land 

Jonathan Klein 
Co-Founder and CEO 
UndauntedK12 

Daniel Barad 
Western States Policy Manager 
Union of Concerned Scientists 

Vincent Valdez 
Green Team Leader 
United Latinos Environmental Justice Green 
Team 

Emily Schwing 
Acting Executive Director 
Veggielution 

Jonathan Pilch 
Executive Director 
Watsonville Wetlands Watch 

Thelmy Alvarez 
Director, Climate Services 
Watts Labor Community Action Committee 

Rose Epperson 
Executive Director 
Western Chapter International Society of 
Arboriculture 

Angela Kemsley 
Conservation Director 
WILDCOAST 

Mari Galloway 
California Director 
Wildlands Network 

David Page 
Executive Director 
Winter Wildlands Alliance 
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David Wilkinson 
Coordinator 
Woodland Tree Foundation 

Kenneth Knight 
CEO 
Your Children's Trees 

 



OVERVIEW: $10 Billion Climate Bond Investment Shared Priorities
Conservation, Environmental Justice & Sustainable Ag Coalition

Safe Drinking Water & Flood Protection - $3 billion

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Multi-benefit Land Repurposing Program to protect groundwater resources (DOC) $150 million
Watershed Resilience/Urban Streams (DWR/WCB) $250 million
Water Conservation/Direct Install Programs for Low-Income Californians (DWR) *$100 million
Drinking water/Wastewater Infrastructure for communities and tribes (SWRCB) *$1 billion
Salton Sea Restoration (DWR) *$450 million
Flood Protection for Disadvantaged Communities (CNRA depts/SWRCB) *$300 million
Dam Removal (SCC) $100 million
Water Recycling Leveraging the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (SWRCB) *$450 million
Water Data including stream gages (DWR/SWRCB) $100 million
Streamflow Enhancements to Support Fish and Wildlife (WCB) $100 million

Wildfire Prevention and Resilience - $2 billion

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Pre-Fire Mitigation Programs (OES) $100 million
Local fire prevention, forest health, reduced fire risk (CNRA, departments, conservancies) $1.295 billion
Workforce housing $100 million
Prescribed Fire Training Center (CalFire) $25 million
Technologies for detection/assessment of new fire ignitions (CNRA) $30 million
Community Resilience Center Program (SGC) *$420 million
Landscape Resilience - Urban & Community Forestry Program (CalFire) $30 million

Nature-based Solutions & Biodiversity - $1.5 billion

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Wildlife habitat protection and restoration, 30x30 projects, wildlife crossings (WCB) $1 billion
Nature-based climate solutions (State Conservancies) $390 million
Tribal Nature-Based Solutions program (CNRA) *$10 million
Climate Smart Lands Program (DOC) $25 million
Climate resilience projects (CDFW) $25 million
30 x 30 projects (CNRA) $25 million
Zoos and Native Wildlife Rehab support (CDFW) $25 million

Extreme Heat and Community Resilience - $1.05 billion

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Transformative Climate Communities Program (SGC) *$420 million
Urban Greening (CNRA) *$150 million
Urban Forestry (CalFire) *$120 million
Green Schoolyards (CalFire) *$200 million
Extreme Heat Action Plan implementation (CNRA) *$50 million
Extreme Heat and Community Resilience Program (OPR) *$110 million



Coastal Resilience - $1 billion

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Coastal resilience, dam removal, water infrastructure upgrades, sea level rise (SCC) $585 million
Sea level rise adaptation, compensatory mitigation data and enforcement (CCC) $20 million
Sea level rise adaptation (BCDC) $20 million
Ocean resilience, coastal wetlands, kelp recovery (OPC) $200 million
Sea level rise adaptation (State Parks) $100 million
Climate ready fisheries, island resilience, and kelp management (CDFW) $75 million

Climate-smart Agriculture - $500 million

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Healthy Soils Program (CDFA) $80 million
State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program (CDFA) $50 million
Farm to Community Food Hub Program (CDFA) $40 million
Regional Farm Equipment Sharing (CDFA) $20 million
Organic Transition (CDFA) $30 million
California Underserved Producer Program (CDFA) $20 million
Urban Agriculture Program (CDFA) $10 million
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Lands Access, Farmland Conservancy Program, on-farm
improvements, RCD projects (DOC)

$200 million

Agricultural Land Equity Task Force (SGC) $50 million

Clean Air - $500 million

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
Equitable Building Decarbonization (CEC) *$400 million
Distributed Energy Backup Assets Program for distributed energy resources in DACs (CEC) *$80 million
Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero Emission Vehicle Charging (CEC) $20 million

Parks and Outdoor Access - $450 million

Program/Project (Dept/Agency) Amount
AB 31 Grants (State Parks) *$300 million
Deferred maintenance for state, regional and local parks $150 million

* Environmental Justice priorities: $4.7 billion
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