
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2023 

Senator Ben Allen 
1021 O Street, Suite 6610 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re:  Senate Bill 709 (Allen) - SUPPORT  

Dear Senator Allen, 

Thank you for your leadership in furthering both climate and environmental justice. We 
strongly support SB 709’s approach of increasing the integrity of our climate programs 
while protecting vulnerable communities from unintended and negative impacts of the 
same. 

The undersigned organizations believe that to achieve its ambitious and necessary climate 
and environmental justice goals, California must operate with transparency, consider all 
emissions and emissions reductions associated with its climate change strategies, address 
and prevent disproportionate pollution burdens associated with those strategies, and 



ensure that climate programs do not exacerbate or perpetuate existing environmental 
harms. Unfortunately, the state’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) falls short in all of these 
areas.  

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) operates the LCFS, one of California’s flagship 
climate programs. The purpose of this program is to reduce the carbon intensity 
(greenhouse gas emissions associated with the production and use) of California’s 
transportation fuels. Achieving this goal, however, requires a complete and accurate 
analysis of lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions from the production of those fuels. 
Currently, the LCFS arbitrarily excludes significant greenhouse gas emissions from the 
calculations of the carbon intensity of fuels produced from livestock manure. SB 709 
directs CARB to include these emissions in its calculations of carbon intensity. Additionally, 
CARB guarantees that fuels derived from livestock manure will generate credits for ten 
years, even if the fuel ceases to be considered low carbon. SB 709 clarifies that credits 
should not be guaranteed to fuels regardless of their carbon intensity. Ensuring that all 
greenhouse gas emissions are included in the carbon intensity of fuels and ensuring that 
only allowing fuels that are low or zero carbon to generated credits is critical to the 
integrity and success of the program.  

At present, much of the data that CARB relies upon to make carbon intensity 
determinations is not available to the public. The public and the legislature need access to 
this data in order to provide necessary oversight. SB 709 ensures that the public will have 
this access. 

Finally, these factory farms and factory farm gas projects are disproportionately located in 
low-income communities of color in the San Joaquin Valley. As a result, these communities 
face a disproportionate pollution burden in the form of air and water contamination as well 
as odor and insect nuisance. Factory farm gas infrastructure does not address these harms. 
In fact, the incentives to produce factory farm gas entrench practices that impact 
communities and even appear to drive herd concentration in these same communities, 
exacerbating these harms and perpetuating a history of environmental racism. SB 709 
addresses this perverse incentive by ensuring that livestock herds don’t grow for the 
purpose of exploiting lucrative profits from the LCFS. 

We are thrilled to see a climate leader in California champion this important issue to 
correct course on one of California’s flagship climate programs and ensure it serves 
environmental justice rather than undermines it. Thank you, Senator Allen.   

Sincerely, 
 
Nicholas J Ratto 
Legislative Analyst 
350 Bay Area Action 
 
Daniel Chandler 
350 Humboldt Steering Committee 
350 Humboldt 
 

William Brieger 
Chair, Legislation Team 
350 Sacramento 
 
Jan Dietrick 
Policy Team Leader 
350 Ventura County Climate Hub 
 



Teresa Turk 
Treasurer 
Arkansas Ozarks Waterkeeper 
 
Amee Raval 
Policy & Research Director 
Asian Pacific Environmental Network 
 
Tom Frantz 
Association of Irritated Residents 
 
Marti Olesen 
Vice President 
Buffalo River Watershed Alliance 
 
Sean Bothwell 
Executive Director 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 
 
Fatima Iqbal-Zubair 
Legislative Affairs Manager 
California Environmental Voters 
 
Lucia Marquez 
Associate Policy Director 
CAUSE 
 
Raquel Mason 
Policy Manager 
CEJA 
 
Jason Pfeifle 
Senior Campaigner 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Dan Ress 
Staff Attorney 
Center on Race, Poverty & the 
Environment 
 
Kevin D Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Central California Asthma Collaborative 
 
Nayamin Martinez 
Executive Director 
Central California Environmental Justice 
Network 
 

Katie Valenzuela 
Senior Policy Advocate 
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 
 
Jennifer Clary 
State Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Suzanne Hume 
Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 
 
Wendy Ring MD, MPH 
Convenor 
Climate 911 
 
Janet Cox 
CEO 
Climate Action California 
 
Bill Magavern 
Policy Director 
Coalition for Clean Air 
 
Bahram Fazeli 
Director of Research & Policy 
Communities for a Better Environment 
 
Abraham Mendoza 
Senior Policy Advocate 
Community Water Center 
 
Defensores del Valle Central para el Agua 
y Aire Limpio 
 
Camila Chavez 
Executive Director 
Dolores Huerta Foundation 
 
Sasan Sadaat 
Sr. Research and Policy Analyst 
EarthJustice 
 
Sandra Celedon 
Executive Director 
Fresno Building Healthy Communities 
 
 
 



Jim Lindburg 
Legislative Consultant 
Friends Committee on Legislation of 
California 
 
Chloe Waterman 
Sr Program Manager 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Elise Kalfayan 
Steering Committee 
Glendale Environmental Coalition 
 
Andrea Marpillero-Colomina 
Sustainable Communities Program 
Director 
GreenLatinos 
 
Sudi Farokhnia 
Steering Committee Member 
Iranian American Democrats of California 
(IADC) 
 
Veronica Padilla-Campos 
Executive Director 
Pacoima Beautiful 
 
Andrea Vidaurre 
Policy Director 
Peoples Collective for Environmental 
Justice 
 
Martha Dina Arguello 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los 
Angeles 
 
Bill Sive 
West Coast Coordinator 
Pink Panthers 
 
 
 
 

Ameesha Sampat 
Organizing Director, Food Project 
Public Justice Food Project 
 
Hilda Gaytan 
Executive Director 
Puente Latino Association Inc 
 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
President 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
 
Pauline Seales 
Organizer 
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network 
 
Brandon Dawson 
Director 
Sierra Club California 
 
Sherri Dugger 
Executive Director 
Socially Responsible Agriculture Project 
 
Ellie Cohen 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Climate Center 
 
Jeannine Pearce 
Long Beach Councilmember 
The Climate Council / fierce courage 
 
Allan Moskowitz CFP 
CEO 
Transformative Wealth Management, LLC 
 
Thomas Helme 
Co-Founder 
Valley Improvement Projects (VIP) 
 
Cynthia Castillo 
Policy Advocate 
Western Center on Law and Poverty 

 
 
cc: Members, Senate Environmental Quality Committee 


