
April 27, 2023

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O St. Ste. 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly
1021 O St. Ste. 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Toni Atkins
Senate President pro Tempore
1021 O St. Ste. 8518
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Nancy Skinner
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal
Review
1021 O St. Ste. 8630
Sacramento, CA 95814



The Honorable Phil Ting
Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget
1021 O St. Ste. 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Steve Bennett
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #3
1021 O Street, Suite 4710
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Josh Becker
Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee #2
1020 N Street, Ste 502
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Maintain Critical Investments in the Transformative Climate Communities (TCC)
Program ($420 M for FY 21-24)

Dear Governor Newsom, Speaker Rendon, Pro Tem Atkins, Assemblymember Ting, Senator
Skinner, Senator Becker, and Assemblymember Bennett,

On behalf of a broad coalition of environmental justice, equity, climate, and
community-based organizations from across the state, we write to respectfully request your
support for maintaining the TCC program multi-year funding level at $420 million,
including $165 million in fiscal year (FY) 22-23 and $140 million in FY 23-24. This level of
funding is necessary to advance neighborhood-scale climate projects in urban and rural
communities who are most impacted by pollution in our state.

TCC produces climate, job, and public health benefits while centering community
leadership and guarding against displacement. The TCC program takes a holistic approach by
implementing a wide array of coordinated, emissions-reducing projects like affordable,
solar-powered housing near clean public transit. In order to ensure these projects meet the
needs of frontline communities, TCC requires robust community engagement from proposal
design through project implementation and requires the development of a collaborative
governance structure in which residents and community based organizations are actively
involved in decision-making from the start. The program is a model of integrated climate
resilience and equitable development, not only for California but for the rest of the country.

Against the backdrop of historic climate disasters that continue to increase in frequency
and intensity, now is not the time to reverse commitments to critical TCC investments. In order
for the state to meet its ongoing commitment to our most vulnerable communities and reach our
climate goals, every community both large and small must have equitable opportunity and
access to the resources needed to catalyze local transformations. Thank you for considering our
request to preserve TCC’s funding at $420 million total across FY 2021-24 (with $165 million
allocated for FY 2022-23 and $140 million allocated for FY 2023-24). We look forward to
working together to accomplish this.

Sincerely,

Raquel Mason,
Policy Manager, California Environmental
Justice Alliance

Kyle Heiskala
Climate Justice Policy Advocate,
Environmental Health Coalition



Nicole Wong
Senior Program Manager Climate
Resilience, The Greenlining Institute

Enrique Huerta
Legislative Director, Climate Resolve

Amber Blackwell
Executive Director, Higher Ground
Neighborhood Development Corporation

Veronica Padilla
Executive Director, Pacoima Beautiful

Torri Estrada
Executive Director, Carbon Cycle Institute

Gopal Shanker
President, Récolte Energy

Mike Meador
CEO, California Greenworks, Inc.

Agustin Cabrera
Policy Director, SCOPE

Olivia Seideman
Climate Policy Coordinator, Leadership
Counsel for Justice and Accountability

Lil Milagro Henriquez
Executive Director, Mycelium Youth Network

Lauren Welch
Development Director, Urban Corps of San
Diego County

Angela Miramontes
Community Outreach Fellow, Amigos de
Los Rios

Sharon Cooney
Chief Executive Officer, San Diego
Metropolitan Transit System

David Schnur
Development Director, Mosaic Urban
Development

Daniel Perez
Responsible Managing Employee, MAAC
Project

Zach Lou
Coalition Manager, CA Green New Deal
Coalition

Leslie Reynolds
Executive Director, Groundwork San
Diego-Chollas Creek

Mikey Knab
Director of Policy, Climate Action Campaign

Veronica Wilson
California Organizer, Labor Network for
Sustainability

Batoul Al-Sadi
Environmental Justice Organizer, Let’s
Green CA!

Shoshana Wechsler
Co-Coordinator, Sunflower Alliance

Solange Gould
Co-Director, Human Impact Partners

Pamela Gray Payton
Vice President, Chief Impact and
Partnerships Officer, San Diego Foundation

Megan Leary
Community Engagement and Policy
Manager, Emerald Cities Collaborative Bay
Area

Dillon Delvo
Executive Director, Little Manila Rising



David Diaz
Executive Director, Active San Gabriel
Valley

Sharon Cooney
Chief Executive Officer
San Diego Metropolitan Transit System

Terri Steele
Development and Sustainability Advisor,
Chicano Park Museum and Cultural Center

Srinidhi Sampath Kumar
Program Manager, Rocky Mountain Institute

Antonio Diaz, Organizational Director,
PODER

Patricia Flores Yrarrázaval
Executive Director, Orange County
Environmental Justice

Andrew Dawson
Policy Advocacy Manager, California
Housing Partnership

Zainab Badi
Workforce Policy Project Manager,
GRID Alternatives

Sulma Hernandez
Director of Policy and Partnerships, South
Los Angeles Transit Empowerment Zone
(SLATE-Z)

Stephanie Doyle
CA Regulatory Director, Vote Solar

Ellie Cohen
Chief Executive Officer, The Climate Center

Jerry Maldonado
Vice President of Programs, PolicyLink

Susan Silber
Project Director, Collective Resilience

Professor Manuel Pastor and Vanessa
Carter Fahnestock
USC Equity Research Institute
*Organization is for identification purposes
only


