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(Solution Potential from Plausible Rates of Adoption)  The Opportunity: Just 1% of GDP Each Year Could Lower Global Temperatures

Project Drawdown estimates that we can solve the climate crisis by reducing and removing ~1 trillion tons of GHG from the 
atmosphere by 2050. This global effort will cost $29 Trillion dollars--just 1% of GDP.

Zero Foodprint is establishing a circular economy in the food system to scale regenerative agriculture, a.k.a.carbon farming.  

Source: IPCC (2014) & Global Carbon Project (2019)

Each $1 invested in Regenerative Cropping and Managed Grazing 
provides $40 in benefit--improved resilience, water conservation, 
nutrient density, farmer prosperity and carbon removal. 



Improving the Grid of Food: Choice Architecture and Collective Action

● Zero Foodprint and policy makers across CA and CO are inspired by the shift to renewable energy in over 100 
cities & countries. We are applying the CCA model to food and farming to enable structural change.

● Just as a utilities company improves the grid by giving citizens a way to to fund a solar/wind farm, businesses 
can add 1% to purchases or waste haulers can add $5 to each month’s bill to fund local carbon farming.  

A few cents per purchase 
or $5 per month on waste 
hauling bills 

adds up to big investments
In soil and more acres of
regenerative farming.

by restoring 
carbon
in the soil,

We can restore 
underground 
ecosystems

which removes it 
from the 
atmosphere.

This improves our 
food and restores 
our climate. 





Example: Sonoma County Healthy Soils Program

● Experiencing severe drought and wildfire challenges; Home to the 2nd CCA program; 
many aligned stakeholders: Carbon Cycle Institute (CCI), Regional Climate Protection 
Authority, Straus Creamery, 99% of wine acreage certified as “sustainable.”

● Climate Mobilization Strategy includes Carbon Sequestration. Scoping Plan from CCI 
targets 250,000 acres of carbon farming which could sequester 18M tons of CO2e.

● Example Funding Mechanisms: $45M every year for Ag transition financing
○ 1% from the restaurant industry: $8M/year
○ 1% from the wine industry: $12M/year
○ 1% from the dairy Industry: $11M/year
○ 1% from Hotels: $4M/year (transient occupancy tax is already 14%)
○ $5/month opt-out on trash bills (90%): $10M/year

Example



Businesses Opt-In to Make Every Purchase Part of the Climate Solution

● ZFP businesses send 1% of sales. For most, 
this costs $0 through a simple opt-out fee. 

● Customers Feel Great!
● 1% from the CA restaurant industry would 

generate $970M per year (2019 estimate).

Since 2020, ZFP has worked with 
local experts to use over $1 million  
toward 54 carbon farming projects 
on 5000 acres, expected to remove 
38,000 tons of CO2e from the 
atmosphere.
 

Equivalent to not burning 4M gallons of gas!

1%



Direct Impact, Social Media Assets ++

● 100 businesses and partner orgs 
around the world and a combined 
social media presence of over 1M 
followers. 

● 60+ earned media 2019-2021.



New 
Science
Using USDA Soil 
Databases 
experts can 
estimate how 
many tons of  
carbon certain 
farming practices 
will remove from 
the atmosphere. 

Tresch Dairy 
requested only 
$20,000 for this 
project, saving 
$7600, relative 
to the CDFA 
grant program. 

Instead of a set 
price, Restore 
CA uses a 
competitive bid 
to optimize ROI.

Restore CA’s actual 
compost 
application project 
at Tresch Dairy in 
Sonoma. 

Screen Capture from

COMET-Planner.com
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Restore: A System to Optimize Climate Benefit Per Dollar 
Farmers and Trusted Conservation Experts submit a Grant Request/Competitive Bid.
ZFP divides the THE TOTAL COST by the TOTAL CARBON BENEFIT to find THE BEST CLIMATE ROI. 

EXCERPT FROM 
GRANT 

DATABASE
(SORRY TO GET IN THE WEEDS!) 

÷ =



Compost: A Primary Solution

● Organic Matter Diversion: ~10% --> 75%

● Estimated ~90 New facilities across CA

● Increase in supply of ~5M tons per year

● Jurisdictions must purchase ~1.8M tons to 
help support statewide demand. 

● “If compost were applied to a 25% of CA’s 
rangeland, the soil could absorb 75% of CA’s 
yearly GHG emissions” - Whendee Silver

ZFP Optimizing Climate Outcomes
● Carbon Farming Contracts underway or 

pending with  San Mateo, Alameda County, 
San Francisco, Contra Costa County, Santa 
Clara County, Rancho Cordova, Yuba/Sutter 
County and more.



Thank you!
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