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April 3, 2023

The Honorable Lena Gonzalez
1021 O Street, Suite 7720,



Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support for Senate Bill (SB) 556 – Oil & Gas Pollution Accountability Act

Dear Senator Gonzalez,

We, the undersigned, write to express our strong support for Senate Bill 556. This
important bill holds the oil and gas industry accountable by creating a liability
presumption for a respiratory ailment in a senior or child, a pre-term birth or
high-risk pregnancy suffered by a pregnant person, and a person’s cancer diagnosis
if they resided within a specified proximity known as a health protective zone of an
oil and gas production facility or well head.

Living near oil wells and gas production facilities increases one’s risk of asthma,
respiratory problems, pre term births, high-risk pregnancies, and cancer. That is
why the legislature passed, and in 2022 the Governor signed, SB 1137 (Gonzalez)
to establish health protection zones of 3,200 feet around oil and gas wells to protect
the health of all Californians.

Over 2.1 million Californians live within half a mile of oil and gas wells, and that
number will continue to increase with the addition of new wells. Moreover,
environmental impacts disproportionally affect communities that are low income
and largely of color. One third of the Californians who live near wells are
additionally burdened by environmental pollution and over 90% are people of
color.

Even after the passage of SB 1137, during the fourth quarter of 2022, state oil
regulators approved at least 100 drilling permits for wells within the 3,200-foot
zone, according to analysis by FracTracker Alliance.1 In the first quarter of 2023,
FracTracker reports that state regulators approved another 556 permits within those
health protective zones.

If oil and gas companies are going to continue to endanger the health of California
residents, it is only fair they pay the costs when those residents get sick.

1

https://consumerwatchdog.org/energy/4th-quarter-oil-permit-approvals-show-steep
-rise-within-protective-buffer-zones-as-states-top-oil-regulator-steps-down-advoca
cy-groups-report/

https://consumerwatchdog.org/energy/4th-quarter-oil-permit-approvals-show-steep-rise-within-protective-buffer-zones-as-states-top-oil-regulator-steps-down-advocacy-groups-report/
https://consumerwatchdog.org/energy/4th-quarter-oil-permit-approvals-show-steep-rise-within-protective-buffer-zones-as-states-top-oil-regulator-steps-down-advocacy-groups-report/
https://consumerwatchdog.org/energy/4th-quarter-oil-permit-approvals-show-steep-rise-within-protective-buffer-zones-as-states-top-oil-regulator-steps-down-advocacy-groups-report/


SB 556 creates the presumption that the harms caused to the health of children, the
elderly, and pregnant people who have lived near oil wells for the past two years,
were caused by exposure to an oil or gas well. The oil well operator can rebut that
presumption if the person’s health problems were caused by something else, such
as exposure to different toxins or genetics.

We need SB 556 to protect our most vulnerable residents from our most powerful
polluters. We believe oil companies should be held accountable for the health
harms they cause. Therefore, we urge your support of the Oil & Gas Pollution
Accountability Act.

Sincerely,

Susan Penner
Co-Chair, Legislative Working Group
1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations

Valerie Ventre-Hutton
Legislative Analyst
350 Bay Area Action

Mary Kay Benson
Steering Council Manager
350 Butte County

Alan Weiner
Chapter Lead
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley

Daniel Chandler
Steering Committee
350 Humboldt

Silke Valentine
Steering Committee Member
350 Marin

Annie Stuart
Steering Committee Member
350 Petaluma



Ilonka Zlatar
President
350 Sacramento

Sharon Broberg
Steering Member
350 Santa Barbara

Sherry Lear
Organizer
350 South Bay Los Angeles

Sherry Lear
Steering Committee
350 Southland Legislative Alliance

Jan Dietrick
Policy Team Leader
350 Ventura County Climate Hub

Ash Lauth
National Director of Campaigns
Action for the Climate Emergency

Katie Huffling
Executive Director
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

Amee Raval
Policy & Research Director
Asian Pacific Environmental Network

Tomas Valadez
CA Policy Associate
Azul

Robert "Roy" van de Hoek
President, Senior Scientist
Ballona Wetlands Institute

Cheryl Auger
President



Ban SUP (Single Use Plastic)

David F. Gassman
Co-Convenor
Bay Area System Change Not Climate Change

Pat Toth-Smith
Representative
Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community

Gary Hughes
Americas Program Coordinator
Biofuelwatch

Haleemah Atobiloye
Program Manager
Breast Cancer Action

Marie Venner
Coordinator
California Businesses for a Sustainable Climate

Raquel Mason
Policy Manager
California Environmental Justice Alliance

Melissa Romero
Senior Legislative Manager
California Environmental Voters

Patricia Joseh
Director
California Kitchen

Barbara Sattler
Leadership Council
California Nurses for Environmental Health and Justice

Jenn Engstrom
State Director
California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG)



Stefanie Klass
Co-Chair
CatholicNetwork US

Jason Pfeifle
Senior Campaigner
Center for Biological Diversity

Marven Norman
Policy Coordinator
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ)

Dan Ress
Staff Attorney
Center on Race, Poverty, and the Environment

Gustavo Aguirre Jr
Climate & Environmental Justice Associate Director
Central California Asthma Collaborative

Nayamin Martinez
Executive Director
Central California Environmental Justice Network

Katie Valenzuela
Senior Policy Advocate
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition (CVAQ)

Lynda Marin
Chapter Lead
Citizens' Climate Lobby Santa Cruz Chapter

Janet Cox
CEO
Climate Action California

Haley Ehlers
Director
Climate First: Replacing Oil and Gas (CFROG)

R.L. Miller
President



Climate Hawks Vote

Amanda Millstein, MD and Ashley McClure, MD
Co-Founders
Climate Health Now

Dee Fromm
Co-Founder
Coastal Lands Action Network

Janelle London
Co-Executive Director
Coltura

Jamie Court
President
Consumer Watchdog

Lynda Deschambault
Executive Director
Contra Costa County Climate Leaders

Sheilah Fish
Co-Coordinator
Contra Costa MoveOn

Marcia Hanscom
Community Organizer
Defend Ballona Wetlands

Jacqueline Steuer
Co-Chair
Earth Care Alliance

Debra Vinson
President/District 3 Elected Representative
East Contra Costa Democratic Club

Jan Victor Andasan
Community Organizer
East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice



Martin Bourque
Executive Director
Ecology Center

Miguel Alatorre
Director
El Pueblo Para el Aire y Agua Limpia de Kettleman City

Katherine DaSilva Jain
Member, Sign-On Manager
Elders Climate Action, NorCal and SoCal Chapters

Alex Cornell du Houx
President
Elected Officials to Protect America Code Blue Solutions

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California

Esperanza Vielma
Executive Director
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water

Bill Allayaud
California Director of Government Affairs
Environmental Working Group

Iwalani Faulkner
Director
Equity Transit

Leah Redwood
Action Coordinator
Extinction Rebellion San Francisco Bay Area

Jessica Craven
Steering Committee Co-Chair
Feminists in Action, Los Angeles

Chirag G. Bhakta
California Director



Food & Water Watch

Lauren Ornelas
Founder/Senior Programs Director
Food Empowerment Project

Miriam Eide
Coordinating Director
Fossil Free California

Shannon Smith
Executive Director
FracTracker Alliance

Ronald J. Martin, Ph.D.
President
Fresnans against Fracking

Nicole Ghio
Senior Fossil Fuels Program Manager
Friends of the Earth US

Elise Kalfayan
Steering Committee
Glendale Environmental Coalition

Kathy Kerridge
Board Member
Good Neighbor Steering Committee of Benicia

Amy Moas, Ph.D.
Senior Climate Campaigner
Greenpeace USA

Mordecai Cohen Ettinger
Founding Director
Health Justice Commons

Cheryl Barnds
Coalition Coordinator
Honor the Earth



Thomas Joseph
Carbon Policy Educator
Indigenous Environmental Network

Jennifer Tanner
Leader
Indivisible CA Green Team

Susan Morgan
Founder and Director
Indivisible Marin

Ellen Chapman
Steering Committee
Indivisible Sacramento

Francesca Wander
Steering Committee
Indivisible San Francisco

Rebecca Elliot
Admin
Indivisible San Jose

Indivisible Ventura

Janette Vine
Steering Committee Member
Indivisible Yolo

Daniel Paul Sheehan
Co-Director
Lakota People’s Law Project

Joseph W. Smith
Owner/Founder
Let's Go Farm

Benjamin Eichert
Director
Let's Green CA!



Betsy Taylor
Executive Director
Livelihoods Knowledge Exchange Network, Inc. (LiKEN)

Jessica Tovar
Lead Organizer
Local Clean Energy Alliance

Alice Stevens
Co-Founder
Long Beach 350

William Lopez
Government & University Relations Manager
Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator

Joanne Hadley
Founder
Manhattan Beach Huddle

Diane Bailey
Executive Director
Menlo Spark

Alicia Nichols-Gonzalez
California Organizing Manager
Mothers Out Front

Ann Alexander
Senior Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council

Arnold Sowell, Jr.
Executive Director
NextGen California

Michelle Merrill
Founder and Community Organizers
Novasutras

Ilonka Zlatar
Climate Justice Organizer



Oil and Gas Action Network

Jeni Knack
Co-Director
Parents Against Santa Susana Field Laboratory

Crystal Sawyer-White
Founder/Educational Consultant
Partners for Future Minds

Judy Irving
Executive Director
Pelican Media

Martha Dina Arguello
Executive Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility- Los Angeles

Harry Wang, MD
President
Physicians for Social Responsibility- Sacramento

Bill Sive
West Coast Coordinator
Pink Panthers

Gavin Raders
Co-Director
Planting Justice

Faith Strailey
Chair
Plumas County Democrats

Sister Pat Davis
Sister
Presentation Sisters San Francisco

Anna Christensen
Executive Director
Puvunga Wetlands Protectors



Cheryl Barnds
Co-Chair
RapidShift Network

Richard Parks
President
Redeemer Community Partnership

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Sara Nelson
Executive Director
Romero Institute

David Swanson
Campaign Coordinator
RootsAction.org

Elizabeth Chopp
Legislative Team Chair
San Diego 350

Robert. M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Rachel Altman
Administrator
Santa Barbara Standing Rock Coalition

Pauline Seales
Organizer
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network

Andrew Goldenkranz
Chair
Santa Cruz County Democratic Party

Jeff Hart
Co-Founder



Save the Environmental Protection Agency

Sakereh Carter
Senior Policy Advocate
Sierra Club CA

Jack Eidt
Co-Founder
SoCal 350 Climate Action

Michael Eisenscher
Publisher/Founder
SolidarityINFOService

Beth Novak Milliken
President & CEO
Spottswoode Winery, Inc.

Wilder Zeiser
Climate Finance Campaigner
Stand.earth

Shoshana Wechsler
Co-Coordinator
Sunflower Alliance

Marilyn Price
Co-Chair
Sustainable Mill Valley

Maura Stephens
Coordinating Committee Member
System Change Not Climate Change

Ellie Cohen
Chief Executive Officer
The Climate Center

Melanie Morelos
California Strategy Senior Program Manager
The Greenlining Institute



Allan Moskowitz, CFP
CEO
Transformative Wealth Management, LLC

Carla D. Grady
Admin
Transition Sebastopol

Kobi Naseck
Coalition Coordinator
Voices in Solidarity Against Oil in Neighborhoods (VISIÓN)

Andrea León-Grossmann
Deputy Program Director - West
Vote Solar

Jack Kurzweil
Treasurer
Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club

Janice Schroeder
Core Member
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe Jobs

Mati Waiya
Executive Director
Wishtoyo Foundation

Carolyn Norr
Programs Director
Youth Vs Apocalypse

Clair Brown
Professor of Economics and Director, Center for Work, Technology and Society
University of California, Berkeley
(Title and Institution for Identification Purposes Only)

Julia Marsh
Adjunct Professor, School of Public Health
University of California, Berkeley
(Title and Institution for Identification Purposes Only)


