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March 9, 2022

Senator Ben Hueso

Chair, Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee
1021 Street, Suite 7340

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 833 (Dodd)—SUPPORT As Amended, March 7, 2022
Dear Chair Hueso:
We are writing to express our support for SB 833, the Community Energy Resilience Act.

Threats to the electricity grid are increasing in frequency, severity and impact, making it a
policy imperative for the state to invest in clean, local energy resilience. Power outages have
cost the California economy billions, and in response, homeowners, businesses, and utilities have
reflexively invested in fossil fuel generators. Distributed clean energy is a better way to provide
local energy resilience.

SB 833 directs the California Energy Commission to implement a technical assistance and
grant program that supports local communities in creating community energy resilience
plans. Upon receiving grant funds, local communities would partner with civic organizations,
utilities, businesses and other stakeholders to identify areas critical for maintaining community
health and well-being and develop plans to help ensure that these facilities can operate
continuously via local clean energy resources. Energy resilience is an inherently local issue, with
approval for siting of new distributed energy projects necessarily jurisdictional to local
governments, most of which are currently ill-equipped to integrate energy resilience into local
planning. Local political consensus as reflected in energy resilience plans will accelerate use of
federal, state, and private funds to develop local energy resilience infrastructure.

SB 833 prioritizes allocation of community energy resilience planning funds to vulnerable
communities. This prioritization is essential as vulnerable communities suffer disproportionately
from air pollution and high rates of respiratory disease, problems which are being exacerbated by
installation of new diesel generation.

With the enactment of SB 833, California will take an important step towards creating a more
decentralized electricity system which is clean, affordable, reliable, equitable and safe. For these
reasons, we urge you to vote “Aye” on SB 833. Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,

Ellie Cohen
Chief Executive Officer
The Climate Center

Tanya Peacock

Senior Director, Government Affairs and Policy

Bloom Energy

Daniel Barad
Campaign Representative
Sierra Club California

Rick Brown, PhD
Chair of the Board
TerraVerde Energy

Brad Heavner
Policy Director
California Solar & Storage Association

Mark Rose
Sierra Nevada Program Manager
National Parks Conservation Association

Tanya Barham
Founder and CEO
Community Energy Labs

Dave Atherton
President

Electric Auto Association
San Joaquin Valley

Melissa Romero
Legislative Affairs Manager
California Environmental Voters

Allie Detrio
Senior Advisor
Microgrid Resources Coalition

Craig Lewis
Executive Director
Clean Coalition

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California

Kate Ringess
Managing Director
SmartBlock Communities

Barbara Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAAN
California Alliance of Nurses for Healthy
Environments

Dillon Delvo
Executive Director
Little Manila Rising

Nayamin Martinez
Executive Director
Central California Environmental Justice Network

Michael Chiacos
Director of Energy and Climate Programs

Community Environmental Council

Kristin Cushman
CEO
EcoShift Consulting



Eric Veium, CEM, CEP
Chair
SLO Climate Coalition

Bill Magavern
Policy Director
Coalition for Clean Air

Richard Schorske
Executive Director
ZNE Alliance

Roger Dickinson
Policy Director
CivicWell

Ralph E. Dennis
Legislative Analyst
Bay Area Action 350

Alex Morris
VP of Policy and Operations
California Energy Storage Alliance

Gopal Shanker
President
Récolte Energy

Jason Barbose
Senior Manager, Western States
Union of Concerned Scientists

Craig Perkins
President & Executive Director
The Energy Coalition

Julia Levin
Executive Director
Bioenergy Association of California

Lillian Mirviss
Director, Government Affairs
Center for Sustainable Energy

Robert M. Gould, MD
President

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social

Responsibility

Jennifer K. Berg
Board Chair

Local Government Sustainable Energy
Coalition

Doug Linney
Executive Director
ZEV 2030

Julia Hatton
President and CEO
Rising Sun Center for Opportunity

Mike Lemyre

Senior Vice President

Head of Commercial PACE
Ygrene Energy Fund

Jeff Morris

Senior Director State Government
Relations

Schneider Electric

Erika Morgan
Operations Director
CA Alliance for Community Energy


http://www.recolteenergy.com/

Steve Campbell

Senior Manager, Policy and
Business Development
Grid Alternatives

Alex Jackson
Senior Attorney
Natural Resources Defense Council

Diane Bailey
Executive Director
Menlo Spark

Marie Chen

Climate Reality Leader

The Climate Reality Project, San Diego
Chapter

Debbie Mytels
Chair
Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action

Jennifer Tanner
Leader
Indivisible CA Green Team

Ruth Richardson
Co-Founder
Rooted in Resistance (Indivisible)

Rebecca Elliott
Admin
Indivisible San Jose

Russell Hancock
President and CEO
Joint Venture Silicon Valley

Brian Stewart
Founder
Electrify Now

Ryan Craig

Co-Lead, Clean Energy Resilience
Team

Resilient Palisades

Ruth Merino
Chair
San Jose Community Energy Advocates

Beth Chopp
Legislative Committee Co-Chair
San Diego 350

Adriene Couter
Steering Committee
Indivisible Ventura

Mala Wingard
Admin
Normal Heights Indivisible

CC: Members, Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee

Senator Bill Dodd



