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Intro to Oil & Gas Extraction



Los Angeles has 
a long history 

with oil 
production.



Then... Now







California is #7 for Oil Production

143 million barrels of oil in 2021

105,000 total oil and gas wells







Over 7 million Californians 
(almost 1 in 5) live within 1 
mile of an oil and gas well. 

Disproportionately 
impacting communities of 
color and low income 
households
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Advancing Local Policy Solutions 
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Neighborhood Oil Drilling in LA County

Active Wells = 3,220
Idle wells = 3,762



Signal Hill, near Long Beach, California



Beverly Hills High School’s “Tower of Hope”



LA County Board of Supervisors



1. Prohibit all new oil and gas extraction wells
2. Phase out current oil drilling

○ Designate as illegal
○ Legal study to determine timeline

3. Plan to clean up oil and gas wells
○ Pilot Program 
○ Secure resources

4. Just Transition 
○ Develop displaced workers strategy 
○ Develop community strategy 

LA County Policy Example: 



LA County: Land Use Policy

Title 22 Oil Well Ordinance

“These regulations establish the time, place, and 
manner and mitigate the impacts of the drilling and 
operation of those production facilities on adjacent 
land uses to protect the health, safety, public welfare 
and environmental resources of the County.”

Baldwin Hills Community Standard District:

“These standards are implemented to protect the 
comfort, health, safety and general welfare of people 
living, working, and recreating in surrounding areas”





Amortization Study







Just Transition

Image Credit: Movement Generation & APEN



1. Plans for displaced workers
2. Site remediation and reuse policies
3. Financing the solutions







State Policy Solutions to 
Improve Environment Equity
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Areas in need of policy change:

1. Neighborhood drilling and extraction
○ 3,200’ setbacks for frontline communities
○ Oil and gas activity in the setback zone

2. Permitting new oil and gas wells
○ NewsomWellWatch.org
○ Permitting slow down

3. The California Oil and Gas Rule (COGR) - 
Methane Emissions
○ Major Loopholes in the CARB rule
○ CARB 2022 AB32 Climate Change Scoping Plan

Outline



Communities within the 3,200’ Setback Proposal

There are about 2,764,000 Californians living within 3,200’ of an operational oil and gas well.

Non-white (including Hispanic or Latino) Californians account for 69.0% of the total.



Well Counts and Production
103,890 wells listed as 
unplugged/operational 
(active/idle/new) in the “AllWells” 
dataset, 

28,367 (27.3%) wells are located 
within 3,200 feet of a sensitive 
receptor. 

The status of the wells include:
14,665 active (24.3%)
11,942 idle (31.0%)
744 new (15.2%)

In 2020: 33,789,523 bbls of 
oil/condensate from within the 
3,200’ setback zone 

23.9% of the total 141,638,219 bbls



Of the 1,110 new wells drilled since the beginning of 2020, just 
123 (11.1%) were located within the 3,200’ setback zone.

New Drilling in Setback



CalGEM Oil and Gas Well Permits in Setback
Of the 542 new drilling permits issued by CalGEM, 120 (22.1%) 

were located within the 3,200’ setback zone.
Of the 1,519 rework permits issued by CalGEM, 375 (24.7%) 

were located within the 3,200’ setback zone. 
Of the 3,464 plugging permits issued by CalGEM, 603 (17.4%) 

were located within the 3,200’ setback zone.



CalGEM Oil and Gas Well Permitting

NewsomWellWatch.org

http://newsomwellwatch.org


New Drilling Permits Issued during the 1st Quarter of 2022



California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Division 3, Chapter 1, 
Subchapter 10 Climate Change, Article 4 Subarticle 13: 

Greenhouse Gas

California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
Emission Standards for Crude Oil and Natural Gas Facilities

1. Vapor Control Systems for small operators
2. Venting Emissions from Pressure-Vacuum (PV) Relief 

Thief Hatches
3. Discontinuing Inspections



Current CA regulations fail to stop emissions from separators 
(wash tanks) and storage tanks on oil and gas well-sites.



Venting Uncontrolled Emissions from Pressure-Vacuum (PV) 
Relief Thief Hatches is Allowed by Air Districts

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gM-9NzqNv8&t=78


Discontinuing Inspections
The rule [95669(g)] allows for operators to discontinue 

inspections as infrastructure ages

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LD6YNSsqcus&t=19


Call to Action
CARB 2022 AB32 Climate Change Scoping Plan

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1STfkvN9WzQSUfbRH5htuytj9uqElufip/preview




CalGEM: Public Health & Safety Rule

“The intent of the rulemaking is to establish a 
transparent set of rules designed to protect residents 

and communities near oil and gas extraction sites.”

Gov Gavin Newsom





Call to Action





Petition: sc.org/caoil



Questions?


