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The Honorable Toni Atkins The Honorable Anthony Rendon
Senate President pro Tempore Speaker of the Assembly
State Capitol, Room 205 State Capitol, Room 219
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Nancy Skinner The Honorable Philip C. Ting
Chair, Senate Budget Committee Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
State Capitol, Room 5094 State Capitol, Room 6026
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Recommendations for an Equitable Climate Budget
Date: May 26, 2021

Dear pro Tem Atkins, Speaker Rendon, Senator Skinner, and Assembly Member Ting,

On behalf of the Just Recovery Network, led by the Asian Pacific Environmental Network, The Greenlining Institute,
and California Releaf, and the 46 undersigned organizations, we urge the legislature to fully fund programs that
maximize climate equity benefits in the most impacted communities. The Administration’s May Revise supports
several equity elements, but fails to uplift key resiliency programs that help our most disadvantaged communities
build ongoing economic, health, and social resilience alongside responding to climate disasters (e.g., extreme
heat, wildfires, smoke waves, power shutoffs, and flooding). The historic state budget surplus must be invested in
all equity areas in order to promote a truly just recovery for communities most impacted by poverty and pollution.

● SGC Community Resilience Centers -- Direct additional $350M for SGC grant program to expand and
complement Governor’s proposed approach involving CDFA and CalOES
We urge investment in the construction and rehabilitation of neighborhood-based community facilities to
achieve community resilience centers that address the growing needs of working class communities of
color in the face of the converging climate, economic, public health crises (e.g., wildfires, power outages,
smoke waves, extreme heat, and evacuations). This program would enable community-driven and whole
building upgrades in order to provide integrated delivery of emergency response services including clean
backup power, clean air respite, cooling, food storage and distribution, shelter, telecommunications and
broadband services, economic assistance, and other public health measures. We recommend expanding
the approach outlined in the May Revise to position the Strategic Growth Council to oversee program
administration for “other community facilities” (beyond fairgrounds) including senior and youth centers,
park and recreation sites, libraries, health clinics, schools, food banks, community centers, emergency
shelters, healthcare centers, nonprofits and places of worship. Community-based organizations and1

community residents must be involved in governance and decision-making processes for the design and
development of the community resilience centers. All of the funds for this program shall be allocated for
projects located in and providing direct benefits to disadvantaged communities as described in Section

1 We recommend modeling the approach outlined on pg. 124 in the January 2020-21 Governor’s Proposed Budget which proposed directing
“$225M to the Strategic Growth Council for the construction of new and retrofitting of existing facilities to support adaptation needs to address
locally relevant climate risks. These centers will serve both as community evacuation and emergency response centers, and to build long-term
resilience and recovery operations for local communities.”

2

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/2020-21/pdf/BudgetSummary/ClimateResilience.pdf


39711 of the Health and Safety Code and vulnerable communities as described in Section of the 71340 of
the Public Resources Code.
For more info: Amee Raval (amee@apen4ej.org)

● CSD Low-Income Weatherization Program -- Increase funding to $375 M from Governor’s proposed
$50M
Clean energy services, including energy efficiency and solar, for low-income households and building
owners leading to affordable housing preservation, utility bill reduction, job creation, improvement of
resident health, safety, resilience and comfort. Streamlining delivery of energy upgrades through LIWP
and home health remediation efforts is also being undertaken with the implementation of AB 1232
(Gloria, 2019), which will ensure that priority populations can access and maximize these integrated
benefits quickly.
For more info: Amee Raval (amee@apen4ej.org)

● CalFIRE Urban and Community Forestry -- Increase funding to $200 M from ZERO new dollars proposed
in Governor’s May Revise
Extreme Heat is the next human health hazard to confront Californians as a result of climate change.
Local shade trees and local access to nature is critical to the mental and physical health of
disproportionately underserved communities -- now more than ever, California’s urban forests are critical
to helping the most vulnerable populations adapt to climate change and create community resiliency
against extreme heat. In urban areas, where 90% of Californians live, the primary mechanism to sequester
carbon, clean our air, and reduce stormwater runoff is our urban forests. CAL FIRE’s Urban & Community
Forestry Program advances all of these objectives while also supporting jobs and workforce development
in California’s most underserved communities and contributing to the goals and objectives of Governor
Newsom’s Executive Order on Natural and Working Lands.
For more info: Chuck Mills (cmills@californiareleaf.org)

● SGC Transformative Climate Communities -- Increase funding to $500 M from Governor’s proposed
$420 M
The Transformative Climate Communities program advances community-led decision-making to address
the needs of residents and achieve local transformation. Multiple emission-reducing services delivered in
a coordinated way – like affordable solar-powered housing with access to public transit and active
transportation -- can transform long-neglected neighborhoods into models of economic and
environmental sustainability.
For more info: Emi Wang (emiw@greenlining.org)

● Low Carbon Transportation Equity Programs -- Increase funding to $500 M from Governor’s proposed2

$400 M
Electric vehicle equity programs have proven health and economic benefits for families and communities.
These programs create innovative clean mobility strategies including electric car share and micromobilty
options that provide alternate modes of connection between people and their jobs.
For more info: Alvaro Sanchez (alvaros@greenlining.org); Leslie Aguayo (lesliea@greenlining.org)

● SGC Regional Climate Collaboratives -- Increase funding to $35 M from Governor’s proposed $20 M
Implementation of SB 1072 (Leyva, 2018) to create the Regional Climate Collaboratives program will build
the capacity of local communities to make the investments necessary to transition all of California to a
climate resilient future. The collaboratives will assist in building community-driven leadership, knowledge,

2 We are also advocating for investments for the electrification of medium and heavy duty vehicles through the Charge Ahead
Coalition.

3

mailto:amee@apen4ej.org
mailto:amee@apen4ej.org
mailto:cmills@californiareleaf.org
mailto:emiw@greenlining.org
mailto:alvaros@greenlining.org
mailto:lesliea@greenlining.org


skills, technical assistance and resources to identify and access public funding for climate mitigation and
adaptation projects.
For more info: Emi Wang (emiw@greenlining.org)

● CNRA Urban Greening -- Approve Governor’s proposed $200 M
Vulnerable populations generally cannot access parks and green spaces within walking distance of their
homes. CNRA’s Urban Greening Program helps to mitigate these inequalities by increasing access to cool,
quiet places to breathe fresh air, exercise, and experience shade and outdoor solitude in disadvantaged
and underserved communities.  This popular and multi-faceted program can support converting existing
built environments into parks; and reduce commute vehicle miles traveled by constructing bicycle paths,
bicycle lanes or pedestrian facilities that provide safe routes for travel between residences, workplaces,
commercial centers, and schools.
For more info: Chuck Mills (cmills@californiareleaf.org)

● OPR Vulnerable Communities Mapping Platform -- Approve Governor’s proposed $5 M
We support the Governor’s May proposal for including this priority in the proposed $5 million under
Community resilience. The mapping platform will provide California with a tool that holistically and
comprehensively displays the data needed to identify communities most vulnerable to climate change
impacts.
For more info: Amee Raval (amee@apen4ej.org)

CONCLUSION

The programs outlined above will help protect California from climate impacts, reduce pollution in the most
polluted communities and build community resilience. With the significant budget surplus forecasted for this year,
California has a critical opportunity to fully fund these programs at a level commensurate with their demand, while
funding other essential climate and equity programs.

Sincerely,

Sona Mohnot Amee Raval Chuck Mills
The Greenlining Institute Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN) California ReLeaf

Darryl Molina Sarmiento Dillon Delvo Jan Mignone
Communities for a Better Environment Little Manila Rising Richmond Trees

Susan Michelle Silber Lauren Weston Ellie Cohen
NorCal Resilience Network Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet The Climate Center

Linda Rudolph Shayda Azamian Michelle Sevilla
Center for Climate Change and Health Leadership Counsel for Justice 350 Santa Barbara

and Accountability

Fatima Malik Jonathan Matz Zoe Siegel
Del Paso Heights Growers' Alliance Safe Routes Partnership Greenbelt Alliance

Markos Major Katherine McNenny Lil Milagro Henriquez
Climate Action Now! Industrial District Green Mycelium Youth

(a project of Community Partners) Network
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Nicole Wong Mona Nyandoro Cummings Sigrid Wright
Dream Corps Green For All Tree Fresno Community

Environmental Council

Nancy Faulstich Claire Robinson Stuart Wood
Regeneración - Pajaro Valley Amigos de los Rios Sustainable Claremont
Climate Action

Maria Patiño Gutierrez Ector Olivares Ken Knight
Strategic Actions for a Catholic Charities of Stockton Your Children's Trees
Just Economy (SAJE)

Shelley L Billik Rose Epperson Manny Gonez
Los Angeles Community International Society of TreePeople
Forest Advisory Committee Arboriculture -- Western Chapter

Nathan Stout Muriel King Isabel Wade
St. Vincent’s Hill Bay Terraces Community Just One Tree
Neighborhood Coalition Association

Chris Conlee Nancy Humenik Sappington Rico Mastrodonato
ArborPro, Inc. Inland Urban Forest Council The Trust For Public

Land

Laurie Broedling Jean Nagy Melissa Iger
Lumbercycle Huntington Beach Tree Society, Inc Tree Foundation of Kern

Catherine Martineau Lauren Welch Ian Hanou
Canopy Urban Corps of San Diego County PlanIT Geo

Nancy J Hughes Lani Houck Rachel Couch
California Urban Roseville Urban Forest Foundation Central Coast Climate
Forests Council Collaborative

Eric Veium Solange Gould Kirsten Liske
SLO Climate Coalition Human Impact Partners Ecology Action
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