
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 18, 2020 
 
Senator Anthony Portantino, Chair 
Senate Appropriations Committee  
State Capitol, Room 2206 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

RE:  AB 3030 - Support 
 
Dear Chair Portantino and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and our millions of members and supporters in California, 

we are writing to support Assembly Bill (AB) 3030 by Assemblymember Kalra.  This bill would establish 

two important state policies in law: 

(1) A goal of the state to conserve at least 30 percent of California’s land areas and waters, 

and to help advance the protection of 30 percent of the nation’s oceans by 2030, known 

as “30 by 30.”  

(2) A policy to improve access to nature for all people in the state, including for communities 

of color and economically disadvantaged communities. 

AB 3030 would improve protection of California’s unparalleled biodiversity, increase climate resilience, 

promote collaboration, increase opportunities to sequester carbon through natural measures, and 

enhance public access for all people in the state. 

This bill comes at a critical time.  Nature around the world is in a state of crisis, threatening our planet 

and humanity.  The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

found that approximately one million plant and animal species are threatened with extinction over the 

coming decades due to human impacts. As a globally significant biodiversity hotspot with an exceptional 

concentration of endemic species, California has much to lose. At least 686 California species are at risk 

of extinction, and two-thirds of the state’s native plants will lose most of their range in the next 100 years.  

AB 3030 is also intended to ensure that California’s conservation efforts include a focus on increasing 

access to nature for all people in the state, benefitting communities currently experiencing serious 

impacts from COVID-19, but with little access to natural areas. A report released this month by the 

Hispanic Access Foundation shows new data on racial and economic disparities in nature loss and access 

to nature. The report found that because of discrimination, economic segregation, dispossession of lands, 

and other factors, communities of color in the U.S. are three times more likely than white communities to 

live in nature-deprived places. In California, 62% of people of color are more likely to reside in a 



community that is nature-deprived. This report affirmed the need for an ambitious 30 by 30 conservation 

goal and to execute it in a way that ensures that benefits are more evenly and fairly distributed. 

The adoption of AB 3030 would provide a significant economic benefit for California, including creating 

important new funding opportunities through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Great 

American Outdoors Act, and private support focused on implementation of a 30 by 30 policy. Without 

this state policy enacted into law, these funding opportunities would be diminished or non-existent. 

Further, in a recently released report, more than 100 economists and scientists found that the global 

economy would benefit from the establishment of far more protected areas on land and at sea than exist 

today. The report considered various scenarios of protecting at least 30% of the world’s land and ocean 

to find that the benefits outweigh the costs by a ratio of at least 5-to-1. This report offers new evidence 

that the nature conservation sector drives economic growth, delivers key non-monetary benefits and is a 

net contributor to a resilient economy. 

AB 3030 will be further amended to ensure that costs associated with implementing this bill are minimal 

and in line with existing available funding to state agencies. The California Natural Resources Agency 

(Resources Agency) would be identified as the lead agency for implementation and directed to establish a 

baseline of protected areas, if there if sufficient funding available.  The Resources Agency currently has 

funding to do much of the work for implementing this bill through its Biodiversity Initiative. 

With the passage of AB 3030, California can continue to lead the way towards meeting this important 

conservation goal and set an example for the rest of the country and the world. 

For these reasons, we urge an “Aye” vote on AB 3030.   

Sincerely, 

Pamela Flick        Mike Lynes 
California Program Director     Policy Director 
Defenders of Wildlife      Audubon California 
 
Ann Notthoff        Marcela Gutiérrez-Graudiņš 
Senior Western Advocacy Director    Founder and Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council    Azul 
 
Mariela Ruacho      Dan Gluesenkamp, Ph.D 
Education & Communications Program Manager  Executive Director 
California ReLeaf      California Native Plant Society 
 
Dan Jacobson        Melissa Romero 
State Director       Legislative Affairs Manager 
Environment California      California League of Conservation Voters 
 
Lauren Cullum       Michael Wellborn 
Policy Advocate      President 
Sierra Club California       Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
 
 



Matthew S. Dietz, Ph.D     Andria Ventura 
Lead Ecologist, Research Department    Toxics Program Manager 
The Wilderness Society          Clean Water Action   
 
John Buckley       Brian Nowicki  
Executive Director       California Climate Policy Director  
Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center  Center for Biological Diversity  
 
Darrel Jury       Bryan Hatchell  
President       Desert Lands Organizer 
Friends of Plumas Wilderness     Friends of the Inyo 
 
Rico Mastrodonato      Claire Schlotterbeck 
Government Affairs Director     Executive Director 
The Trust for Public Land     Hills for Everyone  
 
Debra Chase       Torri Estrada 
CEO        Executive Director and Director of Policy  
Mountain Lion Foundation      Carbon Cycle Institute  
 
Craig Thomas       Howard Penn 
Director       Executive Director 
The Fire Restoration Group     Planning and Conservation League  
 
Steve Evans       Betsy Reifsnider 
Wild Rivers Director      Sacramento Policy Associate 
California Wilderness Coalition    Mono Lake Committee  
 
Laura Cunningham       Ron Sundergill 
California Director      Senior Regional Director 
Western Watersheds Project     National Parks Conservation Association  
 
Susan Jordan        Hilary Eisen 
Executive Director       Policy Director 
California Coastal Protection Network    Winter Wildlands Alliance  
    
Cam Tredennick      Ellie M. Cohen     
Executive Director      Chief Executive Officer 
Sequoia Riverlands Trust     The Climate Center 
 
Dianna Cohen       Anna Cummins  
Chief Executive Officer      Co-Founder and Deputy Director  
Plastic Pollution Coalition      The 5 Gyres Institute  
 
Christopher Chin      Leslie Mintz Tamminen 
Executive Director      Director 
COARE       Seventh Generation Advisors  
 



Jay Ziegler       Pablo Garza 
Director of External Affairs & Policy     Political Director of Ecosystems  
The Nature Conservancy      Environmental Defense Fund  
 
Emily Parker       Morgan Patton 
Coastal and Marine Scientist      Executive Director 
Heal the Bay        EAC of West Marin 
 
Steven Frisch        Geary Hund 
President       Executive Director 
Sierra Business Council      Mojave Desert Land Trust  
 
David Page       Lance Morgan, Ph.D 
Policy Director       President & CEO 
Outdoor Alliance California      Marine Conservation Institute  
 
Shannon Rake       Jim Lindburg 
Hope Spots Program Manager     Legislative Director 
Mission Blue        Friends Committee on Legislation of CA 
 
Katherine O’Dea      Esperanza Vielma 
Executive Director      Executive Director 
Save Our Shores      Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 
 
Nicole Kemeny      Elayne Stefanick 
President        California Program Director 
350 Silicon Valley       Conservation Lands Foundation  
 
Shanna Edberg       Vicki Nichols Goldstein  
Director of Conservation Programs    Executive Director 
Hispanic Access Foundation      Inland Ocean Coalition  
 
Paul Hughes        Kurt Lieber 
Executive Director      President and Founder 
Forests Forever       Ocean Defenders Alliance 
 
Arnold Sowell, Jr.      Kristen Hislop 
Executive Director       Marine Conservation Program Director 
NextGen California      Environmental Defense Center  
 
Cody Hanford       Tammy Martin 
Executive Director      Executive Director 
Transition Habitat Conservancy    Friends of the Desert Mountains 
 
Hallie Templeton       Geoff Shester, Ph.D. 
Senior Oceans Campaigner     CA Campaign Director and Sr. Scientist 
Friends of the Earth-US      Oceana  
 



Stacey Geis       Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty 
Managing Attorney, CA Regional Office   Director 
Earthjustice       Wholly H2O 
 
Kate Hoit       Bill Allayaud 
California State Director     CA Director of Government Affairs 
Vet Voice Foundation       Environmental Working Group 
 
Chanell Fletcher      Susan Stephenson 
Executive Director      Executive Director 
ClimatePlan        California Interfaith Power & Light 
 
Rachel Norton       Samuel Molina  
Executive Director      California State Director 
California State Parks Foundation    Mi Familia Vota  
 
Ron Martin       Rob DiPerna 
President       Administrative Director 
Fresnans Against Fracking     Friends of the Lost Coast 
 
Meg Foley       Flora Brain 
Executive Director      Coordinator 
Friends of the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve   King Range Alliance  
 
Sarah Vroom       EkOngKar Singh Khalsa 
Executive Director      Executive Director 
Mattole Restoration Council     Amah Mutsun Land Trust 
 
Sandra Schubert      Eamon O’Byrne 
Executive Director      Executive Director 
Tuleyome       Sonoma Land Trust 
 
Sandy Naranjo 
California Organizing Manager 
Mothers Out Front California  
Mothers Out Front Capital Region 
Mothers Out Front Fresno 
Mothers Out Front San Francisco 
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley 
Mothers Out Front San Diego 
 
 
 
 


