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•	 10 million Californians now served by 
Community Choice

•	 88% of Community Choice Energy 
is GHG-free

	 Page 6

1. Revolutionize  
    California’s energy with  
    Community Choice

What we do

3. Inspire businesses  
     to do more

•	 Connected and enagaged 70+ companies 
to reduce GHG emissions
   Page 9
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•	 $1.5 million California budget allocation to 
move towards all-electric vehicles

•	 Advanced electric vehicle workplace 
charging at businesses with 
5,000+ employees

               Page 5

2. Transform 
     transportation

•	 270 students trained as climate leaders

•	 Educated 28,960 high school students 
across the Bay Area about climate

       Page 9

4. Empower youth  
    on climate

•	 Connected and enagaged 70+ companies 
to reduce GHG emissions
   Page 9

Mission: To deliver speed 
and scale greenhouse gas 
reductions, starting in 
California
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We have a nineteen-year history 
of educating and mobilizing 
business, government, and the 
broader community to support 

and help enact solutions that we identify. In 
2001, Mike Sandler and Ann Hancock founded the 
Climate Center when climate change was barely in 
people’s consciousness. They succeeded in getting 
all of Sonoma County’s nine cities and the county 
to pledge by resolution to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, setting a national precedent. 

In 2008, the Center wrote one of the nation’s 
first county-wide climate action plans (for 
Sonoma County, California), promoted novel 
efforts in support of electric vehicle adoption (see 
page 5), and played a key role in establishing 
the first Regional Climate Protection 
Authority to coordinate climate action at the 
county-level, work that was recognized by 
President Obama. 

The Center was also honored with the 
Climate Protection Award from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, “in 
recognition of exceptional contributions to global 
environmental protection,” among other awards.

Most recently, the Center has celebrated great 
success in helping to establish Community 
Choice Energy in communities throughout 
California (see page 6).

Proven track record
Build an exponentially-growing coalition of 
advocates who drive policy change 

The Climate Center has continuously 
evolved its overarching strategy, known as 
the theory of change, since our founding. 
This strategy is the foundation for 

how we do our work, as well as the rationale 
for what we do. In its simplest terms, our strategy 
is a marriage of policy that delivers massive, rapid 
greenhouse gas reductions, with an exponentially-
growing coalition of focused advocates and leaders 
who provide the “wind in the sails” to policy makers.

Our strategy

Photo: www.dv3photography.com
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Statewide impact

Transportation is the largest source of GHG emissions 
at local, state, and national levels. We focus on 
California because this quasi-nation with the world’s 
fifth largest economy is a leader in vehicle emissions 

standards and profoundly affects the national auto market. 
We worked with a coalition to support Assembly Member Phil 
Ting’s clean cars legislation. Ting secured $1.5 million in 
the California budget for vehicle electrification.

Incubating solutions to scale up

We met with and encouraged local employers with a total of over 5,000 workers to install electric 
vehicle chargers at their offices. Evidence shows that workplace chargers accelerate employee 
adoption of EVs. Many more chargers are needed to reach our goal of 135,000 EVs in Sonoma 
County by 2030. We estimate that there are currently more than 10,000 EVs in Sonoma County, and 

we project that by the end of 2020 there will be about 15,000. 

Accelerating Clean Cars

Photo: Assembly Member Ting (seated) with clean car coalition members in July 2019
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“There is a community of people who are helping people like me to build energy-efficient, reliable, resilient, solar-powered 
homes with very low energy costs. I could not have done this alone.”

- Bob Cipolla, Advanced Energy Rebuild beneficiary, Sonoma Clean Power customer

The Climate Center is playing a significant 
role in increasing Community Choice Energy 
(CCA) in California to speed up and scale up 
California’s transition to clean electricity. 

Five years ago, there were two CCAs in the 
state and today there are 19 supplying 10 
million customers with 88% clean energy. The 
Climate Center first focused on bringing Community 
Choice to Sonoma County, then Silicon Valley, and 
now California’s Central Valley.

This year both Fresno and Stockton budgeted $10,000 
to match $50,000 grants from Sonoma Clean Power 

Spreading Community Choice
to conduct their Community Choice technical studies, 
a major step toward offering services. Additional 
California cities are preparing to serve customers in 
2020, bringing energy choice to nearly half a 
million new customers in 2020.

Another benefit of Community Choice agencies is 
their ability to respond to local needs. In Sonoma 
County, the fires that destroyed homes precipitated a 
massive rebuilding effort. Sonoma Clean Power offers 
incentives to fire survivors to rebuild their homes to 
be more energy efficient, solar-powered, reliable, and 
resilient with very low energy costs. 

The Center organized a tour so Fresno leaders could learn directly about Community Choice agencies. Left to right: Dave King, Petaluma City 
Council; Dolores Barajas, Chief of Staff to Fresno Council Member Miguel Arias; Tom Cooper, Project Manager, Coldwell Solar; Geof Syphers, CEO, 
Sonoma Clean Power; President Luis Chavez, Fresno City Council; Aida Macedo, Chief of Staff for Fresno Council Member Nelson Esparza; Barry 
Vesser, Chief Operating Officer at the Center; Nelson Lomeli, Program Manager, Sonoma Clean Power. Photo taken in Sonoma County. 
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“Attending the Business of 
Local Energy Symposium 
has been a front row seat 
to the joyful revolution in 
local leadership on energy 
and climate action. The 
annual symposium has 
supported the Community 
Choice movement as it 
has blossomed and grown 
across California.” 

– Margaret Bruce, Local 
Government Commission

Left: LA Times reporter Sammy Roth discusses the future of Community Choice with 
the CEOs of Clean Power Alliance (Los Angeles), Clean Power SF (San Francisco), and 
Monterey Bay Clean Energy. Right: Fran Pavley, author of California’s Global Warming 
Solutions Act

Inspiring energy professionals

We convened 325 Community 
Choice professionals, advocates, 
and elected officials at our fifth 
annual Business of Local Energy 

Symposium in June in Irvine. Attendees addressed 
the challenges and dynamic environment of the 
state’s energy system.

Regarding PG&E’s bankruptcy and plans to shut 
down power in times of high fire danger, Geof 
Syphers, Sonoma Clean Power CEO, said, “When 
customers are paying more money for less 
reliable service, remaking California’s entire 
energy market is squarely on the table.”

Keynote speaker Fran Pavley (pictured at the bottom 
of the page), author of California’s groundbreaking 
Global Warming Solutions Act, described the big 
lifts that California must make to reach its 
climate goals. Examples included decreasing 
emissions from transportation, electrifying 
everything, creating markets for energy storage, and 
creating safer, fire-resilient communities through 
microgrids and better land use. She affirmed that 
Community Choice agencies have a critical role in 
these initiatives.

The heads of Community Choice agencies in California line up to celebrate the success of Community Choice and the resulting 
progress of clean energy in California at the Center’s annual Symposium in June 2019.

Photos by Karen Preuss. 7



Led by Fresno-based staff 
member Destiny Rodriguez, 
we are building a network 
of organizations dedicated 

to creating sustainable, socially 
just, and thriving local economies 
through Community Choice Energy. 
Relationships with local community 
groups, nonprofits, neighborhoods, 
businesses, and organizations 
strengthen our work to bring 
positive, measurable change to the 
Central Valley. 

Building coalitions in the Central Valley

Fixing our power system

To achieve California’s climate and energy goals, we must accelerate the 
transition to a 21st-century energy system – one that is safe, resilient, 
reliable, renewable, distributed, equitable, affordable, innovative, 
and job-generating. To this end, the Climate Center has launched the 

Advanced Community Energy (ACE) initiative to develop local energy resources 
and storage in California communities, and to support decarbonization and 
resilience projects while improving the performance of the state’s 
electric power system.

Lorenzo Kristoff, advisor (top right), and staff member Kurt Johnson, ACE Manager 
(bottom right), are working on the Advanced Community Energy initiative for the Center.
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Connecting 
business leaders

Clean energy is the fastest growing 
sector of the economy and a 
powerful source of job generation. 
Last year it was a $200 billion 

industry in the United States and a $1.4 
trillion industry worldwide, but we 
need to go faster. Our 70+ Business for 
Clean Energy members recognize this 
and support policy that builds the clean 
energy economy.

Business of Clean Energy breakfast attendees: Leslie Lukacs, 
Executive Director at Sonoma County Waste Management Agency; 
Bill Wolpert, Green Building Architects; Jennifer Bice, Redwood 
Hill Farm; Kevin Hernandez, M. A. Silva; Stacia Bentley, Amy’s 
Kitchen; Ken Wicker, Stem. Photos by Karen Preuss.

Cultivating youth leaders

Engaging high school students as climate advocates has been part of our work since 2002. We inspire 
young people to take action for immediate GHG emission reductions while promoting long-term 
personal and community action. Our ECO2school program trained 272 youth leaders who 
designed and implemented education and encouragement activities that reached 28,960 students 

in 5 Bay Area counties.

Youth leaders at Roseland University Prep.
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Ellie Cohen became CEO of the Center 
in September 2019. Ellie, a visionary 
national leader in collaborative 
climate solutions, will lead the 

Center’s collaborative efforts to address 
the climate emergency in California and 
beyond. A rapid decarbonization campaign 
will focus on a range of policy priorities from 
clean energy and sustainable mobility to 
healthy lands, expanding upon the Center’s 
key role in growing Community Choice Energy. 
Ann Hancock, who was Executive Director 
since she co-founded the organization in 2001, 
remains on staff full-time as Chief Strategist.

Prior to joining the Center, Ellie was CEO of 
Point Blue Conservation Science. Under her 
20-year leadership, Point Blue grew five-fold 
to a workforce of 200 and an annual budget 
of $14 million. Please follow Ellie on LinkedIn 
and Twitter.

Ellie Cohen joins the Center as CEO

Above: Ellie Cohen speaking at the 
2017 UN Climate Change Conference 
in Bonn, Germany

Ellie with Chief Strategist Ann Hancock and 
Board President Efren Carrillo

“We urgently need to enact policies 
that align with the science and 
put California on the path to 
carbon neutrality by 2030. The 
Climate Center is the California 
organization best suited to create 
the broad coalition necessary to 
meet this challenge.” 

			        – Ellie Cohen

10



We do our work with the support of sustaining donors and others who have a long-term 
commitment to our mission. In the last year, we’ve organized community events about climate, as 
well as smaller events to thank our long-term partners.

Informing, inspiring, and 
appreciating supporters

“Hope sees the invisible, 
feels the invisible, and 
achieves the impossible.”

– Helen Keller

“Solar, electric cars, and other 
solutions – it’s all just things. But 
what’s most important is us.”  
– Actor Ed Begley Jr.,  
May 2019 event

Photos by Karen Preuss

“We’re clearly experiencing the effect of 
climate change, but it’s never too late 
to put on the brakes.” 
–Climate scientist Carl Mears,  
January 2019 event

“Climate change is the biggest collective 
challenge the world is facing. And 
we have to use every organizing 
technique to face that challenge. 
Doing so we can learn a lot from the 
abolitionists of the 1780s.”

– Author Adam Hochschild,  
October 2018 event

Also shown: Chief Strategist Ann 
Hancock and supporter Jean Schulz
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The Climate Center depends on 
the extraordinary generosity of the 
following individuals, foundations, 
government agencies, and businesses. 
We acknowledge their financial 
support received during the July 1, 
2018 - June 30, 2019, fiscal year.  

*  5-5-5 Members 
5-5-5 Club Members have pledged a 
5-year financial commitment toward 
our $5 million goal to advance our 
leadership in climate solutions across 
California. 

+  Climate Sustainers
These members make recurring 
monthly donations to increase their 
gift’s impact and advance the Climate 
Center’s mission. 

Climate Heroes 
$25,000 & above
Anonymous *+
Jonathan Logan Family Foundation
Leslie & Mac McQuown
Ren Nelson
Sobrato Family Foundation
Wallace Research Foundation

Climate Leaders
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Appleby Foundation
Vicki & Stephen Bailey
Bancroft Foundation
Rich Busse *
Ann Hancock
Tom Helm & Barbara Moulton *
Ellie Insley
The Laney & Pasha Thornton Foundation

Climate Champions 
$5,000 - $9,999
Kim & Clay Clement
Euphrat Family Fund
Barbara Grasseschi & Tony Crabb
Ann Gerber Sakaguchi
Jim & Garland Lamb *
Charles & Suzanne Plopper
Risk Press Foundation
Larry Robinson & Cynthia Kishi

Climate Defenders 
$1,000 - $4,999
Lindsay & Kirsten Austin *
Carol Banquer
Karen & Carl Barnes
Jim Berger
Steve Birdlebough & Sally Davis +
Elizabeth Boardman
Heidi & Bob Burke
Sally Churgel & Steven MacNear
Climate Ride
Codding Foundation *
Faye Crosby
Cindy Daniel & Doug Lipton
JoEllen & Henry DeNicola +
Janis Dolnick
Pamela & Dick Dowd *
Christine & Bob Evans
Cary Fargo & Anna Ransome
Andy Ferguson +
Cappie & Tom Garrett

Steve Goldberg & Linda Higueras *
Randy Goldstein
Elizabeth Herron +
Wendy Katz
Patricia Kelly
Ellen Kimmel
Eleanor Kneibler
Ardath Lee +
Mike & Mary Lee McCune
Damien McAnany & Maggie Fleming +
Jim McGreen & Nancy Cadigan
Carl Mears & Panna Lossy *+
Stacey & Scott Meinzen+
Phyllis & Jerry Meshulam
Linda Ojala & Keith Miesel
Bruce Nyden
Liza Paulino-Knowles & Jim Knowles
Harry & Dee Richardson
Irv Rothenberg
Diane Running
Joan Schwan & Geoffrey Skinner
Catherine Sharp *
Theresa Sinnott-Eaton
Alan Soule *
Margaret Spaulding
Tex Goldschmidt Memorial Fund
Thomas-Ross-Allen Fund of Horizons 
Foundation
Greg Thomson +
Warren Watkins & Janis Grattan
Tom Williams & Reen Kennedy-Williams

Climate Avengers  
$500 - $999
Nabeel & Hala Al-Shamma
Susan & Norman Amidon
Lowell & Nina Antze
Sharon Bard
Jane & Jerry Bender *+
Tom Bickford & Sally Singingtree+
Gerald & Nora Braun
Cari & Chris Call *+
Efren Carrillo & Yolanda Alvarez +
Kathy & Terry Davis
Marge & Todd Evans
John & Shari Garn +
Bruce Gibbs
George Gittleman & Congregation 
Shomrei Torah
Kathy & Matt Goodacre *+
Sara Harris & Kenneth Smith
Amy Howard & Edward Myers +
Sandra & Richard Karas *+
Melissa Kelley & Stephen Meffert, MD +
William & Beth Krumbein +
Lorin Leith & Otis Holt +
Beth & Hugo Martinez
Richard & Trish Power
Judith Rousseau *+
Susan Bryer Shelton & Ernie Shelton +
Terry & Cathy Taylor
Kay & Jerry Warren *
Rotary Club of Glen Ellen Kenwood
Marcin Whitman & Kate Symonds
Darlene Williams

Climate Contributors  
$250 - $499
Diane Abbey
Keith Abeles
Dinah Bachrach +
Susan Bartholome & Andrew Levine +
Panama Bartholomy
Leyna Bernstein & Brian Parker +
Jenny Blaker & Neil Hancock *+
Liz Bortolotto +

Dominic Bosque & Kathy Leader
Renata Brillinger *
Holly Chapin
Teresa Clark
Hillary & Chris Costin
John Cunningham
HolLynn D’Lil +
John & Sara Donnelly
Aleta Drummond
Michael Fitzgibbon & Wendy Eliot
Barbara Fry +
Katie Gerber *
William Glenn & Prescott Hafner
John Haig, Jr.
Shawn Hamill & Jackie Braun
Lori Hendrick
Karen Howard
Lee Hunt
Jessica Kellett
Martha Kowalick
Jane Krensky
Lorenzo Kristof
Jane Kurtz & Randi Francis *
Gerry & Susan Lazzareschi +
Louisa Leavitt
Tish Levee +
Willard MacDonald *
CeCe & Bruce Macpherson +
Lisa Mathiesen & Nyla Fleig +
Abi Muthu +
Steven Pierce *+
Harry Powell
Anila Roberts & Hugh Williams +
Arnold & Phyllis Rosenfield
Elizabeth & Ken Sawyer
William Saxon
Alan Siegle & Shelley Brown
John & Ana Stayton
Jack Travis
Barry & Michelle Vesser +
Valerie & Dale Vesser
Charlisse & Jonathan Weintraub
John Wendell +
Jeanne Woods
John Wright
Tasha Wright +

Climate Advocates 
$100 - $249
Tom & Anne Abrams *+
Jeanne Alderson +
Sara Alexander
Julie Allingham +
Chris Anderegg
Rick Andres
Ellen & David Bailey
Laurie-Ann Barbour +
Danielle Barnes
Deanne Barrow
Michael Bartlett *
Philip Beard
Kristin & Tom Berger *
Bridget Beytagh
Julian Blair
Steve Bollock
Elaine Booth & Steve Spanier
Keith & Marsha Boxerman
Barbara Bozman-Moss
Mark Braly
Lucinda Brashares
Michael & Susan Burch
Marcia Burkart
Nancy Burrington +
Meredith Caplan
Chris Carrieri & Connie Cloak
Lauren Casey *
Anne Chadwick

John Chute
Barry Michael Closson
Ellie Cohen & Miki Goralsky
Alan Cohn
Belle Cole
Brehan Crawford
Gladwyn d’Souza
Lois Downy & George Freund
Peter Dunlap
China Dusk & Steve Tierra
Richard Engel
Tom Fendley
Mark Ferrari
Elizabeth Finn
Ben Ford & Judith Newton
Dolly Freidel +
Kevin Gallagher
Natasha Granoff *+
Vida Wynne Griffin
Lee Hackeling & Craig Anderson
Rolf & Carolyn Hahne
Debora Hammond +
Christine Hancock
David Hastings
John Hawk
Brad Heavner & Elizabeth Ridlington +
Paul Helms
Scott Hess
Lawrence Jaffe & Ann Austin *
Kerrie Kennedy
Kiyono Kishi
Michael Kutilek
Kenna Lee
Demerus Lescure +
Janae Lloyd
Kate & John Mackie
Connie Madden & Wayne Morgenthaler +
Jim Masters
Cheryl Maynard
Vicki Mayster & Stuart Buman
Michael Mekadeva
Ruth Merino
Kurt Mitchell
Priscilla & Joe Naworski *
Joel & Pam Neuberg
Linda Padgett & Peter Berking *+
Natalie Peck
James Pepin
Susan Perkins +
Tomas Phillips
Lynne Platt & John Flint
Tina Poles & Richard J. Senghas
Rhoann Ponseti & Stefan Jonson *
Vincent Rizzo
Marti Roach
Michael Sandler
Kathie Schmid +
Melissa Schoen
Ellen Seh
Jodi Seward +
John Shribbs
Maitreyi & Shyam Siruguri
Sue Smith
Margaret Sorrel
Donna Spilman
Nancy & Jack Swearengen
Mark Telles
Janice & Steve Thomas
Michael Trulson +
Lihui Tsai
Neva & Steve Turer
Mike & Chris Turgeon
Francisco Vazquez
Monica Vincent
Douglas Von Koss
Ken Wells +
Toni & Terry Winter
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Climate Friends 
$50 - $99
Bronwen & Brant Arthur
Georgina Balkwell
Dave Brennan
Katherine Brown *
Robin Catmur-Smith +
David Christopher
Kirsten Cutler
John Davenport
Eberle Ewing
Barbara Fukumoto
Peter Gang
Glen Garfunkel
Amie Glass
Ron Goldberg
Jim Goodwin
Ellen Gordon & Ken Fass +
Leigh & Maxine Hall
Allan Hogle
Lynda & Emmett Hopkins +
Gene & Jodi Hottel
Arthur Keller
Kathleen Kraemer
Kiki La Porta & David Haskell
Daniel Lambert
Christopher Lish
Scott Mathieson
David McCoard +
Alexandra McGee
Jane McGrew
Tom & Linda Meyskens
Paula Miles
Erika Morgan
Lorna & Neil Myers
Jula Pereira
Julie Perkins
Carmen Ramirez
Gladys Salm
Brandon Sanchez
Aaron Schreiber-Stainthorp & Jessica Pollitz
Teri Shore
Anita Smith
Anne Sobol
Judith Stone
Christopher & Mary Szecsey
Kyoko Takayama
Alice Waco *+
Tim Weaver & May Kung
Jessica Wentz & Evan Hughes
Niki Woodard *
Oren Wool
Ai-Chu Wu & Winston Lee *
Cyndi Yoxall
Jennifer Zepernick
Gene Zingarelli

ECO2school Supporters

Underwriting Sponsors
Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
Kimball Foundation 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
One Bay Area Grant 
Ren Nelson Foundation 
Sonoma County Dept. of Health Services
Spare the Air Youth

Platinum Sponsors
Evans Foundation
Redwood Credit Union

Gold Sponsors
Guayaki
Trek Bicycle Store Santa Rosa

Silver Sponsors
Bike Partners 
Mombo’s Pizza
Resource Team 
Sonoma County Spare the Air
Straus Family Creamery

Green Sponsors
World Centric
Whole Foods      

Business for Clean 
Energy Members

Diamond
BoDean Company
Calpine Energy Solutions

Emerald
Hobo Wine Company
Redwood Credit Union

Platinum
Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery
Soiland Company
Wooster Energy Engineering 

Gold
BPM
Labcon
Osmosis Day Spa Sanctuary
Scarbrough Financial Group
Sonoma Clean Power
Summit State Bank
TerraVerde Energy

Silver
Amy’s Kitchen
Beneficial Bank
Cary Fargo, Vanguard Properties
Cory Maguire, Terra Firma Global 
Partners
Financial Pathways
Friedemann Goldberg LLP
Gordon Zlot
Guayaki Sustainable Rainforest 
Products, Inc.
Jag Solar
Kaiser Permanente
Kenwood Energy
Law Offices of Andrian & Gallenson
Liz Uribe, Wine Country Group 
Realtors
Marimar Estate
Michael & Sun Solar
North Coast Solar
Northern Pacific Power Systems
Pathways Energy
Prunuske Chatham, Inc.
Pure Power Solutions
Repower by Solar Universe
Republic Services
SolarCraft
Sonoma Raceway
Synergy Solar
Williams GeoAdventures
Ygrene
Zero Energy Associates

Bronze
BikePartners.net Folding Bike Shop
Environmental Pollution Solutions
Green Building Architects
MA Silva
Trish McLean, Terra Firma Global Partners
SOMO Village
Sonoma County Winegrowers
Sonoma State University School of Business 
& Economics
Straus Family Creamery
Sun Light & Power
Traditional Medicinals
WORK Petaluma

Green
EPR-Squared
Repower by Solar Universe
SolSolutions
Sun Solar Electric
Sure Thing Carpet Care
Vital Energy

Business of Local Energy 
Symposium Sponsors
Leaders
Calpine Energy Solutions
Shell Energy North America

Champions
Braun Blaising Smith Wynne
Clean Power Alliance
Constellation
Direct Energy
EES Consulting, Inc.
Monterey Bay Community Power
NextEra Energy
Peninsula Clean Energy
River City Bank 
Sonoma Clean Power
The Energy Coalition

Entrepreneurs
Bay Area Air Quality  
Management District
CleanPower SF
Compass Energy
EDMS
Frontier Energy
MCE Clean Energy
Recurrent Energy
Table Rock Partners
TerraVerde Energy
The Energy Authority

Supporters
Energy Solutions
Silicon Valley Clean Energy
San Jose Clean Energy
TRC

_______________________

We have made every effort to 
confirm the accuracy of this list. 

We regret any omissions or errors. 

If you would like to share a 
correction or discuss giving levels 
and other options, such as legacy 

gifts, please contact:
Stacey Meinzen
707-484-1815

stacey@theclimatecenter.org

Thank you!

www.theclimatecenter.org
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Staff
Back row: left to right
Ann Hancock, Chief Strategist
Ellie Cohen, Chief Executive Officer
Nina Turner, Energy Program Associate 
Barry Vesser, Chief Operating Officer
Kevin Anderson, ECO2school Program Coordinator 
Woody Hastings, Energy Program Manager 
Laurie-Ann Barbour, Administrative Manager 
Karen Barnes, Development Manager
 
Front row: left to right
Stacey Meinzen, Communications Manager 
Amanda Begley, Project Manager  
Amy Jolly, ECO2school Program Manager 
Destiny Rodriguez, Community Relations
Doron Amiran, Business for Clean Energy Program Manager 
Lisa Mathiesen, Bookkeeper
Jodi Seward, Administrative Assistant

Board
(top to bottom, left to right) 
Efren Carrillo, President
Carl Mears
Jane Bender 
Larry Robinson, Vice President
Jonathan Weintraub, CPA, Treasurer 
Terea Macomber
Venise Curry
Susan Thomas
Tim Holmes
Jessica Wentz  
Aaron Stainthorp
Jim McGreen, Secretary 

Strategic Advisors

Peter Barnes, Author, Co-founder, Working Assets
Dave Brennan, Former Sebastopol City Manager
Rick Brown, TerraVerde Renewable Partners
Jeff Byron, Former CA Energy Commissioner
Ernie Carpenter, Former Sonoma County Supervisor
Kimberly Clement, Attorney
Connie Codding, Developer
Joe Como, Former Director, CA Office of Ratepayer 
Advocates
Andy Ferguson, Communications
John Garn, Business Consultant
Elizabeth C. Herron, Ph.D., Writer
Hunter Lovins, President, Natural Capitalism Solutions
Alan Strachan, Developer
Greg Thomson, Clean Coalition
Shirlee Zane, Sonoma County Supervisor

Science & Technical Advisors

Fred Euphrat, Ph.D.
Dorothy Freidel, Ph.D.
Edward C. Myers, M.S.Ch.E.
Edwin Orrett, P.E.
John Rosenblum, Ph.D.
Zeno Swijtink, Ph.D.
Alexandra von Meier, Ph.D.
Mathis Wackernagel, Ph.D.
Ken Wells, E.I.T.
Ai-Chu Wu, Ph.D.

www.theclimatecenter.org

Our people Our name: We shortened it 
to the Climate Center. Thanks 
to all who gave feedback.
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Revenue

Expenses

FY 2017-2018
$1,324,354

FY 2018-2019
$1,341,097

FY 2018-2019
$1,297,121

Community 
Choice Energy 

30%

Administration 
10%

Contracts & Grants 48%

Event 
Revenue 

3% Other 2%

Business 
Sponsorship 

24%

Individual 
Donations 

23%

Other 1%

Event 
Revenue 

5%

Contracts & Grants 46%

Business 
Sponsorship 

23%

Individual 
Donations 

25%

Administration 
11%

Other 
<1%

Resource 
Development 

11%

Resource 
Development 

11%

Transportation 
4%

Transportation 
3%

ECO2school 
21%

Business for 
Clean Energy 

2%

Business for 
Clean Energy 

3%

Solar Sonoma 
County 

4%

Solar Sonoma 
County 

2%

Building the 
Movement  

10%

Building the 
Movement  

7%

FY 2017-2018
$1,003,884

Climate Action 
Fellowship 

8%

Climate Action 
Fellowship 

7%

Community 
Choice Energy 

37%

ECO2school 
19%
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On hope
Action is the best antidote for despair. 

Be joyful, though you have considered all the facts.  
– Wendell Berry

Hope is not an emotion, it’s a choice.  
– Larry Robinson

May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.  
– Nelson Mandela

We need pessimism of the intellect and optimism of 
the will. 
– Antonio Gramsci

www.theclimatecenter.org

Gift inside


